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FEAR FACTOR 



Lebanese President Michel 
Suleiman, left, receives Syrian 
President Bashar Assad, 
right, upon his arrival at the 
Presidential Palace in Baabda, 
east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, 
July 30, 2010. 

Read more on Page A8 
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New York Yankees’ 
Alex Rodriguez bends over 
after striking out in the eighth 
inning in a baseball game 
against the Cleveland Indians, 
Thursday, July 29, 2010, in 
Cleveland. 

Read more on PageA13 



Price of a barrel 
of petroleum 

US$ 78.95 
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Time for ‘scaleback’ in cleanup: 


Incoming 
BP CEO 

GREG BLUESTEIN 
HARRY R. WEBER 
Associated Press Writer 
BILOXI, Mississippi (AP) — 
BP’s incoming chief executive 
officer said Friday that it’s 
time for a “scaleback” of the 
massive effort to clean up the 
Gulf of Mexico oil spill, but 
stressed the commitment to 
make things right is the same 
as ever. 

Tens of thousands of people — 
many of them idled fishermen 
— have been involved in 
the cleanup, but more than 
two weeks after the leak was 
stopped there is relatively little 
oil on the surface, leaving less 
work for oil skimmers to do. 

Continued on Page 3 



Boom on the La Belle Idee corrals oil in Timbalier Bay, La. Thursday, July 29, 2010 The oil is then 
soaked up with absorbent boom and disposed. 

Associated Press 


U.S. casualties in 
Afghanistan soar 
to record highs 

ROBERT H. REID 


Associated Press Writer 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — In a summer of suffering, America’s 
military death toll in Afghanistan is rising, with back-to-back 
record months for U.S. losses in the grinding conflict. All signs 
point to more bloodshed in the months ahead, straining the already 
shaky international support for the war. 

Six more Americans were reported killed in fighting in the south 
— three Thursday and three Friday — pushing the U.S. death toll 
for July to a record 66 and surpassing June as the deadliest month 
for U.S. forces in the nearly nine-year war. 

Continued on Page 6 




U.S. Army soldiers salute during a memorial service for Pfc. 
Brandon King, from the l-320th Alpha Battery, 2nd Brigade 
of the 101st Airborne Division, who was killed July 14 at COP 
Nolen, in the volatile Arghandab Valley, Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
Tuesday, July 20, 2010. 

Associated Press 
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“I UP FRONT 


Prosecutor in U.S. 


says no Gore prosecution 



WILLIAM McCALL 
Associated Press Writer 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) 
— Former Vice President A1 
Gore won’t be prosecuted over 
allegations by a masseuse that 
he groped and assaulted her 
in his Oregon hotel room in 
2006, the county prosecutor 
said Friday. 

District Attorney Michael 
Schrunlc said the case has 
numerous problems and isn’t 
appropriate for a criminal 
prosecution. 

Among the difficulties that 
Schrunlc cited: Although the 
red-haired masseuse said 
she was terrified of Gore, 

In this Nov. 11, 2009 file photo, 
former Vice President A1 Gore 
speaks during the Greenbuild 
International Conference 
and Expo in Phoenix. Oregon 
authorities are reopening an 
investigation into a massage 
therapist’s allegations that 
former Vice President A1 Gore 
groped her at a hotel four years 
ago. 

Associated Press 


she also said she called him 
after their encounter and told 
him to “dream of redheaded 
women.” 

Schrunlc also said the woman 
— Molly Hagerty — told 
the hotel she appreciated the 
business referrals it had given 
her, and didn’t mention any 
problems with Gore just two 
nights earlier. 

Gore denied the charges, 
including under questioning 
July 22 by local detectives. 
His aides welcomed the news. 
“Mr. Gore unequivocally 
and emphatically denied 
this accusation when he first 
learned of its existence three 
years ago,” spokeswoman 
Kalee Kreider said in a 
statement. “He respects and 
appreciates the thorough 
and professional work of the 
Portland authorities and is 
pleased that this matter has 
now been resolved.” 

There were questions about 
the veracity of the accuser’s 
claims from the start. 
Detectives investigated the 


claims in 2006 and 2009 but 
decided not to pursue the case 
because of what they called the 
accuser’s lack of cooperation 
and erratic behavior. She 
waited two months after the 
alleged incident to contact 
police, then canceled several 
meetings only to finally meet 
with officers three years later. 
It’s still unclear whether she 
sought compensation to tell 
her story, and whether she 
received payment from any 
publication; news reports 
indicated she had sought $1 
million from the National 
Enquirer, which broke the 
story about her accusations 
against Gore. 

The Portland Tribune said 
it thoroughly investigated 
her allegations — including 
interviewing the accuser 
— only to determine it 
wasn’t responsible to move 
forward with a story. The 
paper reported that she failed 
a polygraph test. At least one 
other news organization also 
declined to publish a story. □ 
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CLEANUP 

Continued from front Page 
Bob Dudley, who heads BP’s 
oil spill recovery and will 
take over as CEO in October, 
said it’s “not too soon for a 
scaleback” in the cleanup, and 
in areas where there is no oil, 
“you probably don’t need to 
see people in hazmat suits on 
the beach.” 

He added, however, that 
there is “no pullback” in BP’s 
commitment to clean up the 
spill. Dudley was in Biloxi to 
announce that former Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency chief James Lee Witt 
will be supporting BP’s Gulf 
restoration work. 

Meanwhile, efforts to 
permanently plug the gusher 
hit a snag when crews found 
debris in the bottom of the 
relief well that must be fished 
out before they can pump mud 
into BP’s damaged well in a 
procedure known as a static 
kill. 

The sediment settled in the 
relief well last week when 
crews popped in a plug to keep 
it safe ahead of Tropical Storm 


Bonnie. They found the debris 
as they were preparing for the 
static kill and now they have 
to remove it. They had hoped 
to start the static kill as early 
as Sunday, but removing the 
debris will take 24 to 36 hours 
and like push the kill back to 
Tuesday. 

“It’s not a huge problem, but it 
has to be removed before we 
can put the pipe casing down,” 
retired Coast Guard Adm. 
Thad Allen, the government’s 
point man for the spill, said 
Friday. 

After the static kill comes the 
bottom kill, where the relief 
well will be used to pump 
in mud and cement from the 
bottom of the busted well 
and hopefully cut off the oil 
permanently. 

The well blew out in an April 
20 oil rig explosion and spewed 
between 94 million gallons 
and 184 million gallons into 
the Gulf before a temporary 
cap stopped the flow July 15. 
With the northern Gulf of 
Mexico still largely off-limits 
to fishing, BP’s cleanup 
program has been the only 
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James Lee Witt, right, listens to BP PLC CEO of Gulf Coast 
Restoration Organization Bob Dudley as he speaks at a news 
conference to announce Witt’s hiring as an advisor to BP’s 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill response in Biloxi, Miss., Friday, July 
30, 2010. Witt, the former FEMA director under President Bill 
Clinton, is expected to advise BP through its long-term response 
and recovery efforts. 

Associated Press 


thing keeping many fishermen 
working. Losing those jobs 
would make the region all 
the more dependent on the 
checks BP has been writing 
to compensate fishermen and 
others who have lost income 
because of the worst offshore 
spill in U.S. history. 

Many people have complained 
about long waits and other 
problems in processing claims, 
and Dudley conceded that BP 
lacks expertise in handling 
them. He said the company 
hopes to turn that work over to 
an independent administrator 
soon. 

“It’s because of that lack of 
competence on our part ... 
that we want to bring in a 
professional,” Dudley said. 
Suggestions that the 
environmental effects of the 
spill have been overblown 
have increased as oil has 
disappeared from the water’s 
surface, though how much of 
the oil remains underwater is 
a mystery. Dudley rejected 
efforts to downplay the spill’s 
impact, saying, “Anyone who 
thinks this wasn’t a catastrophe 


must be far away from it.” 

BP is hiring Witt, FEMA 
director under President 
Bill Clinton, and his public 
safety and crisis management 
consulting firm. BP did not 
say how much Witt would be 
paid. 

Witt said he wants to set up 
teams along the Gulf to work 


with BP to address long¬ 
term restoration and people’s 
needs. 

“Our hope is that we can do it 
as fast as we can,” Witt said. 
“I’ve seen the anguish and the 
pain that people have suffered 
after disaster events. I have 
seen communities come back 
better than before. ”□ 


After a year, Ohama urges Iran to release three hikers 



Laura Fattal, left, Cindy Hickey, center, and Nora Shourd, mothers of three American hikers jailed 
in Iran, participate in a demonstration outside Iran’s mission to the United Nations, in New York, 
Friday, July 30, 2010. Saturday marks a year since the hikers were arrested along the Iraqi border. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Barack Obama 
marked the first anniversary 
of Iran’s jailing of three young 
Americans by reiterating that 
they are guilty of nothing, 
have never worked for the U. S. 
government and never had 


any quarrel with the Iranian 
government. 

In an appeal for Tehran to 
free Sarah Shour, 31, Shane 
Bauer, 28, and Josh Fattal, 28, 
Obama reminded Iran that it is 
a signatory to conventions on 
human rights that if honored 


would free the Americans. 
“Their unjust detention 
has nothing to do with the 
issues that continue to divide 
the United States and the 
international community from 
the Iranian government,” 
Obama’s statement said. “This 


is a humanitarian imperative.” 
They were arrested last July 
31 as they hiked along the 
Iraq-Iran border. Iran contends 
they are spies for the United 
States. Obama’s statement 
said he particularly wanted to 
“acknowledge the suffering 
and advocacy of Sarah, Shane 
and Josh’s families.” He said 
he spoke this week with the 
captives’ mothers, whom the 
Iranians allowed to visit their 
children briefly in May. 

“The Iranian government’s 


gesture of allowing these 
mothers to visit their children 
was welcome, but I cannot 
imagine how painful it was for 
these three courageous women 
to return home without their 
children,” Obama said in his 
statement. 

“I told these three mothers 
that Sarah, Shane and Josh are 
in my thoughts and prayers, 
and that the U.S. government 
would continue to do all 
that it could to secure their 
release. ”□ 
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AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 
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SAIL 
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Open Bar included 
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Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 



Arizona Republicans Gov. Jan Brewer, right, answers a question 
regarding the latest on the new Arizona immigration law as 
Sen. John McCain listens in at a news conference in Glendale, 
Ariz., Friday, July 30, 2010. Brewer and McCain held the news 
conference in the Phoenix suburb to applaud a U.S. Air Force 
decision to base new F-35 combat jets at Luke Air Force Base 
in Glendale, but the event abruptly ended when the barrage of 
questions were regarding the immigration law and the next steps 
the governor was taking in the court battle. 

Associated Press 


JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS unable topushanimmigration 
Associated Press Writer overhaul through Congress, 

WASHINGTON (AP) — i s considering ways it 
The Obama administration, cou ld go around lawmakers 
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Agency weighs skirting 
Congress on immigration 


to allow undocumented 
immigrants to stay in the 
United States, according to 
an agency memo. 

The internal draft written by 
officials at U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
outlines ways that the 
government could 

provide “relief’ to illegal 
immigrants — including 
delaying deportation for 
some, perhaps indefinitely, 
or granting green cards to 
others — in the absence of 
legislation revamping the 
system. 

It’s emerging as chances 
fade in this election year 
for a measure President 
Barack Obama favors to 
put the estimated 12 million 
undocumented immigrants 
in the U.S. on a path to 
legal status, and as debate 
rages over an Arizona law 
targeting people suspected 
of being in the country 
illegally. 

The 11-page internal 
memo, written in April to 
the agency’s director, says: 
“This memorandum offers 
administrative relief options 
to promote family unity, 


foster economic growth, 
achieve significant process 
improvements and reduce 
the threat of removal for 
certain individuals present 
in the United States without 
authorization.” 

It goes on: “In the absence of 
comprehensive immigration 
reform, USCIS can extend 
benefits and/or protections 
to many individuals or 
groups.” 

The memo provoked a 
backlash by Republicans 
who called it evidence that 
Obama is looking for ways 
of relaxing immigration 
policies without political 
consensus to enact a new 
law. 

“The document provides 
an additional basis for 
our concerns that the 
administration will go to 
great lengths to circumvent 
Congress and unilaterally 
execute a backdoor amnesty 
plan,” said Sen. Charles 
Grassley, a Republican who 
obtained and circulated 
the memo. “The problem 
remains that if you reward 
illegality, you get more of 
it.” 


Grassley led a group of 
conservative Republican 
senators who wrote to 
Obama in June asking 
him to promise that the 
administration wouldn’t 
use its authority to “change 
the current position of 
a large group of illegal 
aliens already in the United 
States.” 

The Iowan’s staff said the 
group has not received a 
response. 

“Now we find out the truth: 
while saying one thing 
to the public, the Obama 
administration is scheming 
to ensure that immigration 
laws are not enforced,” said 
Rep. Lamar Smith, the top 
Republican on the House 
Judiciary Committee. 
Christopher Bentley, a 
spokesman for the agency, 
said the internal document 
“should not be equated with 
official action or policy,” 
and represented only 
“deliberation and exchange 
of ideas.” 

“We continue to maintain 
that comprehensive 

bipartisan legislation, 
coupled with smart, 
effective enforcement, is the 
only solution to our nation’s 
immigration challenges,” he 
said in a statement. □ 
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Official: 2 dead in South LA. building explosion 


THOMAS WATKINS 
Associated Press Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— A suspected natural gas 
explosion Friday shattered a 
metal-fabricating business and 
killed two people, including 
one worker who was hurled 
across the street by the blast 
and another man who was 
electrocuted by a downed 
power line, fire officials said. 
The explosion at about 6:15 
a.m. turned the front of the 
wooden building into a mass 
of downed, shattered wooden 
beams. The building caught 
fire and 100 firefighters 
doused the blaze in about 25 
minutes, fire spokesman Erik 
Scott said. A worker was 
thrown into the street and died 
from his blast injuries, fire 
Capt. Stephen Ruda said. 
Another man who tried to 
move his truck away from 
the building was jolted by a 
downed 34,500-volt power 
line and died at a hospital, 
Ruda said. 

Daniel Ibarra, who works 
at the building, said he was 
taking out the trash when the 
blast hit. The 27-year-old man 
appeared in shock as he leaned 
against a wall with a bruised 
leg surveying the damage. 


“I was very lucky,” said Ibarra, 
whose thick black hair was 
singed on top. 

An urban search-and-rescue 
team shored up beams and 
sent in dogs to search for 
another person after hearing 
reports that someone might 
be trapped in the debris. Ruda 
said the dogs detected nothing, 
but heavy equipment would be 
brought in to move the debris 
and continue the search. 

The cause of the blast 
remained under investigation, 
but Ruda said it was suspected 
that natural gas or an industrial 
gas may have been leaking 
and collected overnight in the 
building then ignited when 
operations resumed in the 
morning. 

Authorities say a tampered 
gas line has been found at the 
scene. Southern California 
Gas Co. spokeswoman Denise 
King says the meter was shut 
off and someone hooked 
up an illegal line that sent 
natural gas into the building at 
dangerously high pressure. 
The business, J.L. Spray, 
has four employees and 
makes metal security fences, 
doors, windows and gates, 
said Elizabeth Alvarado, a 
secretary for the business.^ 
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Los Angeles Fire Department firefighters are shown at a building site where a suspected natural gas 
explosion occurred Friday, July 30,2010 in Los Angeles. The explosion collapsed part of the building 
and hurled two workers into the street, killing one and leaving the other in critical condition, fire 
officials said. 

Associated Press 
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In this July 24, 2010 file photo, an Army carry team carries a transfer case containing the remains of 
Pfc. James J. Oquin at Dover Air Force Base, Del. According to the Department of Defense, Oquin, 
20, of El Paso, Texas, died July 23 in Orgun-E, Afghanistan of injuries sustained when he was swept 
away by the current after a levee broke near his military vehicle in Paktika, Afghanistan. NATO 
announced Friday, July 30, 2010 that six more U.S. troops have died in Afghanistan, bringing the 
death toll for July to at least 66 and surpassing the previous month’s record as the deadliest for 
American forces in the nearly 9-year-old war. 

Associated Press 


U.S. CASUALTIES 
Continued from Front Page 
U.S. officials confirmed the 
latest American deaths Friday 
but gave no further details. 
Five of the latest reported 
deaths were a result of hidden 
bombs — the insurgents’ 
weapon of choice — and 
the sixth to an armed attack, 
NATO said in statements. 
U.S. commanders say 
American casualties are 
mounting because more 
troops are fighting — and 
the Taliban are stiffening 
resistance as NATO and 
Afghan forces challenge the 
insurgents in areas they can’t 
afford to give up without a 
fight. 

“Recent months in 
Afghanistan have ... seen 
tough fighting and tough 
casualties. This was 
expected,” the top U.S. and 
NATO commander, Gen. 
David Petraeus, said at his 
Senate confirmation hearing 
last month. “My sense is 
that the tough fighting will 
continue; indeed, it may get 
more intense in the next few 
months.” 

That forecast is proving 
grimly accurate. 

The month has brought a 
sharp increase in the tragic 
images of war — medics 
frantically seeking to stop the 
bleeding of a soldier who lost 
his leg in a bombing, fearful 
comrades huddled around a 
wounded trooper fighting for 
his life, the solemn scenes 
at Dover Air Force Bare in 
Delaware when shattered 
relatives come to receive the 
bodies of their loved ones. 


After a dip in American 
deaths last spring following 
the February capture of the 
southern town of Marjah, 
U.S. fatalities have been 
rising — from 19 in April to 
34 in May to 60 in June. Last 
month’s deaths for the entire 
NATO-led force reached a 
record 104, including the 60 
Americans. This month’s 
coalition death count stands 
at 89, including the 66 
Americans. 

Some U.S. military officers 
speculated that the spring 
drop in fatalities was due 
in part to the fact that many 
Taliban fighters in the south 
— the main focus of NATO 
operations — were busy 
harvesting the annual opium 
poppy crop, a major source of 
funding for the insurgents. 

As the harvest ended and the 
pace of battle accelerated, 
more American troops were 
streaming into the country 
as part of President Barack 
Obama’s decision last 
December to dispatch 30,000 
reinforcements in a bid to turn 
back a resurgent Taliban. 
American troop strength 
stands at about 95,000, and 
by the end of August the 
figure is expected to swell 
to 100,000 — three times 
the number in early 2009. 
Commanders say more boots 
on the ground inevitably 
means more casualties. 

With the additional troops, 
U.S. commanders have 
been stepping up the fight 
against the insurgents in their 
longtime strongholds such 
as the Arghandab Valley, 
Panjwaii and Zhari — all 


on the outskirts of Kandahar 
city, the biggest urban area in 
the ethnic Pashtun south. 
Much of the fighting in those 
areas involves brief but 
intense exchanges of fire. 
NATO and Afghan patrols 
also must maneuver through 
fields often littered with 
homemade bombs, which 
have become the biggest killer 
of pro-government forces. 
The Islamic holy month 
of Ramadan, which begins 
around Aug. 11, may provide 
somerespiteinthebloodletting 
because Taliban fighters and 
Afghan government forces 
will be fasting, although 
some commanders believe 
the insurgents will keep up 
the pace in areas where the 
coalition is trying to step up 
their own operations. 

Fighting around Kandahar is 
part of a NATO strategy to 
secure the city, the Taliban’s 
spiritual birthplace where 
support for the insurgency 
runs deep. U.S. commanders 
have described Kandahar city 
as the key to controlling the 
Taliban’s southern heartland 
because of the city’s symbolic 
links to the insurgency. 

As the U.S. and its allies step 
up pressure around Kandahar, 
Taliban resistance has also 
intensified in Helmand 
province to the west and in 
Zabul province to the east. 
Those three provinces account 
for roughly 70 percent of the 


U.S. deaths this month. 

“We are going into places 
that have been significant 
support bases for the Taliban 
for the past several years, and 
they’re going to fight hard 
for those,” Lt. Gen. David 
Rodriguez, who directs day- 
to-day operations, said this 
month. “And that’s why we 
expect the casualties to go 
up.” 

The rise in casualties is likely 
to erode support for the war in 
Washington and the capitals 
of the 45 other countries that 
provide troops — especially 
if NATO commanders are 
unable to show progress in 
curbing the Taliban. The 
Dutch are due to remove the 
last of their 1,600-member 
force at the end of this month, 
and Canada plans to remove 
its 2,700 troops next year. 
Obama has promised to begin 
withdrawing U.S. troops in 
July next year with the pace to 
be determined by conditions 
on the ground. 

At the same time, there are 
signs that Afghan patience 
with the presence of thousands 
of foreign troops is running 
thin. 

In the capital, Kabul, police 
fired weapons into the air 
Friday to disperse a crowd 
of angry Afghans who 
shouted “Death to America!”, 
hurled stones and set fire to 
two vehicles after an SUV, 
driven by U.S. contract 


employees, was involved in 
a traffic accident that killed 
four Afghans, according 
to the capital’s criminal 
investigations chief, Abdul 
Ghaafar Sayedzada. 

The contractor, DynCorp 
International, confirmed 
that its employees, working 
on a program sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of 
State, were involved in an 
accident on the main road 
to the Kabul airport. In a 
statement, DynCorp said that 
when its employees got out of 
their vehicle, they and other 
DynCorp employees, who 
arrived at the scene to help, 
were attacked by the crowd, 
which burned their vehicles. 
“Our condolences go out to 
the families of those who were 
killed or injured,” DynCorp 
said. “An investigation is 
under way.” 

People at the scene claimed 
foreigners fired shots, killing 
and wounding Afghan 
civilians. DynCorp said the 
contractors fired no shots and 
that Afghan police helped 
move the contractors to safety 
away from the crowd. Hospital 
officials said the deaths and 
injuries were caused by the 
traffic accident. 

Ahmad Jawid, who also was 
at the scene, asked: “Are we 
not Muslims? Are we not 
from Afghanistan? Infidels 
are here and they are ruling 
us. Why?’Q 
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U.S. investigates threats 
against Mexican consulate 



Security personal walk in front of the U.S. consulate in Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico, Friday July 30, 2010. The U.S. State Department 
said Friday it’s indefinitely closing the consulate while it evaluates 
threats surrounding the consulate in the Mexican border city. 

Associated Press 


OLIVIA TORRES 
Associated Press Writer 
CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
(AP) — The U.S. State 
Department said Friday it is 
evaluatingthreats surrounding 
the consulate in the Mexican 
border city of Ciudad Juarez as 
hundreds with appointments 
for visa applications and other 
services stood outside the 
shuttered office wondering 
what to do. 

U.S. officials gave no details 
on the threats that prompted 
an indefinite closure 
Thursday. The consulate is 
the only place that processes 
immigrant visas in Mexico. 
“It is a very significant 
facility for us,” said State 
Department spokesman P.J. 
Crowley. “There is some 
threat information that 
we received that we are 
evaluating. It is hard to know 
or judge whether the threat 
is related to the broad area 
where the consulate is or to 
the consulate itself.” 

Even as the State Department 
increases protection for 
employees and their families 
from the intensifying violence 
on the Mexican border, 
closing the Juarez consulate 


is the most drastic step to 
date — coming four months 
after drug gangs killed three 
people tied to the office. 
About 300 people who arrived 
Friday morning — many 
from long distances — were 
surprised and irritated. 

Maria Concepcion Morales 
traveled with two children 16 
hours by bus from Zacatecas 
to be on time for her 7:45 
a.m. appointment for a tourist 
visa. 

“What am I going to do?” she 
said. “I don’t have enough 
money to stay until Monday, 
when they’re saying they will 
reopen.” 

Many complained of the lack 
of support for those stranded 
by the sudden closure. 

“I told them I was outside 
and they said they had no 
information and hung up. 
What kind of help is that?” 
said Martha Lara Munos, who 
came from the central state of 
Morelos with two children 
and her mother to apply for a 
resident visa. 

The U.S. Embassy said 
it would reschedule 
appointments for visa 
applications through its call 
center, and provided a number 


that U.S. citizens could call 
for passport appointment and 
other services. 

The Ciudad Juarez consulate 
processed 124,145 immigrant 
visa applications in 2009, plus 
about 120,000 travel visas, 
the state department said. 

The governor of Chihuahua 
state, where Ciudad Juarez 
is located, offered security 
help to reopen the consulate 
because of the volume of 
Mexicans who need services 
and who cross the border 
there. Gov. Jose Reyes Baeza 
noted in statement that the 
Mexican Army, by bilateral 
agreement, can respond to 
security requests from the 
consulate. 

A turf battle between the 
Juarez and Sinaloa drug 
cartels has made Ciudad 
Juarez one of the world’s most 
dangerous cities. More than 
4,000 people have been killed 
in the city of 1.3 million since 
the beginning of 2009. 

A U.S. employee of the 
consulate, her husband and a 
Mexican tied to the consulate 
were killed March 13 when 
drug gang fired on their cars 
as they left a children’s party 
in the city across from El 


Paso, Texas. 

Earlier this month, Mexican 
federal police said that a jailed 
drug-cartel enforcer claimed 
that the U.S. consulate 
employee, Lesley Enriquez, 
was killed because she had 
helped a rival gang obtain 
American visas. 

But a U.S. federal official, 
who was not authorized to 
speak publicly about the 
case and spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said an 
investigation into possible 
corruption surrounding 
Enriquez came up with 
nothing. 

On July 15, a car bomb 
killed a federal police officer 
and two others in Ciudad 
Juarez. Traffickers claimed 
responsibility. 


The U.S. State Department 
has taken several measures 
over the past months to protect 
consulate employees and their 
families. It has authorized the 
departure of relatives of U.S. 
government employees in six 
northern Mexican cities. 

The Consul General in 
Monterrey on Thursday said 
it is restricting American 
employees and their families 
from traveling outside San 
Pedro Garza Garcia, where 
they live, between midnight 
and 6 a.m. 

Two weeks ago, the consulate 
in the border city of Nuevo 
Laredo warned U.S. citizens 
there to remain indoors as 
drug gangs fought gunbattles 
and blocked streets with 
hijacked vehicles.Q 
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Syria, Saudi leaders travel together to Lebanon 



Lebanese President Michel Suleiman, center, receives Saudi King Abdullah, left,and Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, right, upon their arrival at the Presidential Palace in Baabda, east of Beirut, Lebanon, 
Friday, July 30, 2010. The leaders of Syria and Saudi Arabia launched an unprecedented effort 
Friday to defuse fears of violence over upcoming indictments in the 2005 assassination of former 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. 


ELIZABETH A. KENNEDY 
Associated Press Writer 
BEIRUT (AP) — The 
leaders of Syria and Saudi 
Arabia, once bitter rivals, 
made an unprecedented 
show of cooperation 
Friday, traveling together 
to Lebanon in hopes of 
preventing any violence if 
members of a militant group 
are indicted in the 2005 
assassination of a former 
Lebanese prime minister. 
The unusual joint visit by 
Syrian President Bashar 
Assad and Saudi King 
Abdullah underscored the 
depth of Arab concern 
over potential chaos in 
Lebanon. Many people fear 
indictments of Hezbollah 
members could spark 
clashes between Lebanon’s 
Sunnis and Shiites, or 
that Hezbollah’s nemesis 
Israel could be pulled into 
a conflict, causing wider 
turmoil. 

The summit also 
consecrated both countries’ 
roles as power brokers in 
the region, where Syria is 
an ally of Iran and Saudi 
Arabia generally supports 
the U.S. 

Washington has long tried 
to uproot Syrian influence 
in Lebanon, but Damascus 
and Riyadh seem to have 
a fragile understanding, 
suggesting both see a 
greater interest in keeping 
Lebanon quiet after years 
of feuding over it. 

“This is significant for two 
leaders who were fighting 
it out in Beirut just a few 
years ago,” said Paul Salem, 
director of the Carnegie 
Middle East Center in 
Beirut. “This indicates that 
they think this crisis is so 
big that they have to come 
themselves.” 

The king and Assad walked 
side-by-side down the 
staircase from a Saudi 
jet at Beirut’s airport and 
entered talks with Lebanese 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri, 
President Michel Suleiman 
and other officials. The 


leader of Hezbollah, who 
rarely appears in public, did 
not take part, but Hezbollah 
Cabinet ministers were on 
hand. 

It was Assad’s first visit 
to Lebanon in eight years. 
The highway from Beirut’s 
airport into the city was 
lined with Syrian and Saudi 
flags, as well as banners 
with Assad’s picture that 
proclaimed “Welcome 
among your family” 
Those words were a stark 
contrast to the bitterness 
many Lebanese vented at 
Syria when it was forced 
to withdraw its military in 
2005, ending a nearly three- 
decade hold on Lebanon. 
Few details about the 
discussions emerged. 
Afterward, Assad gave 
reporters a thumbs- 

up and said “it was an 
excellent summit” as he 
left Lebanon’s presidential 
palace. 

The crisis centers 

around the international 
tribunal investigating the 
assassination of Hariri’s 
father, former Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, 
in a Valentine’s Day 


truck bombing in 2005. 
Indictments are expected 
this year. 

The Netherlands-based 
tribunal has not said who 
will be charged, but the 
leader of Hezbollah said last 
week he already knows that 
Hezbollah members will be 
among them. That could 
spark riots between the 
Sunni supporters of Hariri 
and Shiites who largely 
back Hezbollah. 

The two sides have clashed 
before in their power 
struggle. 

In May 2008, Hezbollah 
gunmen swept through 
Sunni pro-government 
neighborhoods of Beirut, 
raising the threat of a new 
civil war. The crisis was 
resolved only after Arab 
countries mediated a truce 
and political compromise 
between the two sides that 
has tenuously held since. 
After Friday’s meeting, 
Lebanon, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia issued a joint 
statement that urged all 
parties to put Lebanon’s 
interests above all else and 
refrain from violence. 
“Solidarity is a necessity, 


Associated Press 

and standing side-by-side to 
confront challenges facing 
the Arab world,” they said. 
Many in Lebanon blame 
Syria for Rafik Hariri’s 
death, charges that 
Damascus denies. The 
killing sparked massive 
anti-Syrian protests in 
Lebanon, dubbed the “Cedar 
Revolution,” which led to 
the Syrian withdrawal. 

The assassination also 
deepened a rift between 
Syria and Saudi Arabia, 
which each backed rival 
sides in the ensuing power 
struggle that nearly tore 
Lebanon apart: Syria 

backing a Hezbollah-led 
coalition, and Saudi Arabia 
and the United States 
supporting Saad Hariri’s 
Sunni-led coalition. 

In recent years, however, 
Assad and Abdullah have 
repaired ties, and the joint 
visit was a sign of how 
much the rift has healed. 

In Washington, State 
Department spokesman P.J. 
Crowley said the U.S. hoped 
Friday’s meeting would 
produce “a reco mm itment 
to Lebanese sovereignty” 
and “an understanding to try 


to restrain those elements 
within Lebanon who have 
precipitated conflict in the 
past.” 

Assad rarely goes to Beirut. 
His last visit in 2002 was 
the first by a Syrian leader 
to the Lebanese capital 
in nearly three decades. 
Abdullah also was last in 
Lebanon in 2002, when he 
was crown prince. 
Hezbollah spokesman 

Ibrahim Moussawi told 
The Associated Press the 
group welcomed Friday’s 
summit. 

Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah’s July 22 

announcement that he 
expected members of his 
movement to be indicted 
appeared to be an attempt 
to soften the impact of any 
charges. Nasrallah said his 
group will not turn over 
any of its members for trial. 
He said the tribunal has no 
credibility and is simply an 
“Israeli plot.” 

Another factor behind the 
concerns in Lebanon is 
that any turmoil within 
this country could expand 
into conflict with Israel, 
which fought a monthlong 
war with Hezbollah in the 
summer of 2006. 

Some in Israel fear 
Hezbollah could lash out 
at them if its members are 
indicted. Some Lebanese 
worry the indictment could 
give Israel fodder to justify 
a new assault on the heavily 
armed guerrilla force. 

The Saudi and Syrian 
pressure on their Lebanese 
allies does not guarantee 
an indictment against 
Hezbollah will go quietly, 
warned Fadia Kiwan, a 
political science professor 
at Beirut’s St. Joseph 
University. 

“This could ignite 
the streets,” she said. 
“Politicians are now using 
a quiet language and trying 
to calm down the situation, 
but the problems are in the 
streets.’Q 
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Anti-Islam lawmaker not 
part of Dutch government 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press Writer 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — 
Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders’ 
hopes of becoming a Dutch Cabinet 
minister evaporated Friday after 
exploratory talks to include him in a 
right-wing coalition ended without 
agreement. 

Wilders, who faces a hate speech trial 
this year for his criticism of Islam, held 
a week of closed-door negotiations 
with the leaders of the pro-free market 
WD and the right-leaning Christian 
Democrats, but could not agree to forge 
a three-party Cabinet in the aftermath 
of last month’s inconclusive elections. 
WD leader Mark Rutte said he 


will now begin further talks with 
his Christian Democrat counterpart 
Maxime Verhagen about creating a 
minority government with support 
from Wilders’ Freedom Party on key 
votes. 

The WD was the winner of June 
9 elections with 31 seats while the 
Christian Democrats slumped from 41 
to 21 seats in the 150-member lower 
house of Parliament. Wilders’ Freedom 
Party, known by its Dutch acronym 
PVV, won 24 seats. 

The Christian Democrats, known as the 
CDA, have steadfastly refused to join 
Wilders in a ruling coalition because of 
his strident criticism of Islam. 

Wilders was upbeat about the decision, 


which could still give him a strong 
hand in shaping what government 
policy becomes law. And he added, 
“it will allow me to say what I want in 
Parliament.” 

No timetable was immediately set for 
the next round of talks, which will aim 
at hammering out a policy document 
for a possible new minority Cabinet. 
Like Wilders, Rutte wants to limit 
immigration, especially of those who 
could be a drain on welfare funds. 
But he stops short of Wilders’ radical 
platform, which would ban further 
immigration from Muslim countries. 
Muslims make up about 6 percent of 
the Dutch population.Q 



Geert Wilders poses during 
an interview with The 
Associated Press in The Hague, 
Netherlands, Thursday, July 
15, 2010. Maverick Dutch 
lawmaker Geert Wilders says 
he is launching an international 
“freedom alliance” to spread 
his anti-Islam message across 
the West. He said he will launch 
the international movement 
late this year, initially in five 
countries: the United States, 
Canada, Britain, France and 
Germany. 

Associated Press 
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Disney sells Miramax to investor ter $660 million 



FILE - Disney corporate headquarters in Burbank, Calif., is seen 
in this Feb. 6,2006 file photo. The New York Times and Los Angeles 
times report that Disney signed an agreement to sell Miramax 
Films for about $660 million late Thursday July 29, 2010with 
Filmyard Holding. The investor group is led by construction 
magnate Ronald Tutor 

(AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File) 


By ANDREW VANACORE, 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK - The Walt 
Disney Co. is selling Miramax 
Films to a group of investors 
for $660 million, marking a 
new phase for a studio that 
helped launch the career of 
Quentin Tarantino and push 
independent movies into the 
mainstream. 

The deal announced Friday 
ends speculation that founders 
Bob and Harvey Weinstein 
— who lent the names of their 
parents, Miriam and Max, to 
the company — could regain 
control of the studio they 
launched more than three 
decades ago. 

With ownership of the studio 
passes the rights to a long 
catalog of Oscar winners, 
including “Shakespeare in 
Love” (1998), “Chicago” 
(2002) and “No Country for 
Old Men” (2007). 


It also comes with challenges, 
most notably a decline in DVD 
sales that has put into question 
the value of Hollywood movie 
libraries. 

Disney had been looking to sell 
Miramax since January amid a 
studio overhaul, deciding that 
the label no longer resonated 
with its other family centric 
brands, such as Pixar and 
Marvel. 

“Although we are very 
proud of Miramax’s many 
accomplishments, our current 
strategy for Walt Disney 
Studios is to focus on the 
development of great motion 
pictures under the Disney, 
Pixar and Marvel brands,” 
Disney President and CEO 
Robert Iger said in a statement. 
“We are delighted that we have 
found a home for the Miramax 
brand and Miramax’s very 
highly regarded motion picture 
library.” 
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The entertainment company 
signed an agreement late 
Thursday with Filmyard 
Holding, an investor group led 
by construction magnate and 
Hollywood outsider Ronald 
Tutor. Also pitching in on the 
deal is Colony Capital LLC, a 
real estate investment group, 
and its CEO Tom Barrack. 
Tutor and his partners put 
down a nonrefundable deposit 
of $40 million with Disney on 
Thursday. Disney said the deal 
could close as soon as Sept. 
10. What happens to the studio 
now remains unclear. Its new 
owners, Tutor and Barrack, 
did not respond Friday to 
requests for interviews. But 
Tutor said in a statement, “I 
am delighted and honored to 
acquire the Miramax library. 
He added, “We look forward 
to sharing this high quality 
content with the world in 
every form of media for many 
years to come.” 

The Weinsteins launched 
Miramax in 1979 and steered 
it to more than 200 Academy 
Award best picture, acting 
and other nominations for its 
movies. 

Tarantino won the 1994 best 
original screenplay award for 
“Pulp Fiction,” one of the low- 
budget Miramax hits of the 
1990s that helped demonstrate 
that independent films could 
reach a wider audience. 

The Weinsteins sold Miramax 
to Disney in 1993 for $80 
million and stayed on with the 
company as managers. 

But the duo left in 2005 to 
found The Weinstein Co. 
after years of prickly relations 


with Disney executives and 
a public spat over Michael 
Moore’s 2004 documentary 
“Fahrenheit 9/11,” which 
Disney refused to distribute. 
With its film profits shriveling, 
Disney has all but shuttered 
Miramax. Shortly after 
longtime Disney studio chief 
Dick Cook stepped down last 
year, the company said that 
it would cut the number of 
annual Miramax releases to 
three, down from the usual 
six to eight. It also laid off 50 
people in New York and Los 
Angeles, leaving the studio 
with just 20 employees. 

In January, Miramax 
President Daniel Battsek left 
the company and the studio’s 
operations were folded into 
the rest of Disney’s film unit. 
The Weinsteins tried to win 
Miramax back with financing 
from supermarket magnate 
Ron Burkle and Fortress 
Investment Group, but the bid 
fell short. For Disney, the sale 
furthers a strategy of focusing 
on movies from which it can 
draw multiple streams of 
revenue, analysts said. 

Disney can license “Toy 
Story” characters for action 
figures and video games, but 
“Miramax just doesn’t make 
that type of film,” said Tony 
Wible, an analyst for Janney 
Montgomery Scott. 

Analysts also noted that the 
Miramax sale came the same 
week Disney bought online 
social-gaming company 
Playdom for $563.2 million, 
reflecting the broader shift of 
people’s time and attention to 
the Web. □ 
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FILE ** Anna Nicole Smith, 
leaves the U.S. Supreme Court, 
in this Feb. 28, 2006, file photo 
taken in Washington. Pre¬ 
trial motions are expected to 
be heard in a hearing Friday 
July 30, 2010 setting the stage 
for the trial of two doctors 
and the attorney boyfriend of 
the late Anna Nicole Smith, 
arguing about what evidence 
will be allowed in court. Jury 
questioning begins Monday. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce 
CenetUyFile) 

Judge bars 
evidence linked 
to Anna Nicole 
overdose 

By LINDA DEUTSCH, 

AP Special Correspondent 

LOS ANGELES - The judge 
in the trial of Anna Nicole 
Smith’s doctors and lawyer- 
boyfriend said Friday he was 
barring all evidence linking 
the defendants to Smith’s fatal 
drug overdose. 

Superior Court Judge Robert 
Perry said he fears the 
defendants cannot get a fair 
trial if attorneys focus on 
Smith’s cause of death. 

Dr. Sandeep Kapoor, Dr. 
Khristine Eroshevich and 
Howard K. Stem have pleaded 
not guilty to conspiring to 
illegally provide the former 
Playboy model with opiates 
and sedatives. They are not 
charged with causing her 
death. 

Defense lawyers contend 
their clients did not know 
Smith was an addict and that 
they tried desperately to save 
the depressed model in her 
waning years, including a 
period when she gave birth to 
a daughter and lost her grown 
son to a dmg overdose. 

Perry also said during the 
pretrial hearing that he doesn’t 
understand why the case was 
not filed in Florida, where 
Smith died in 2007.□ 




























FILE - In this file photograph taken Sept. 16, 2008, the Chevrolet 
Volt is unveiled at a General Motors centennial celebration in 
Detroit General Motors said Friday July 30, 2010, it’s boosting 
production capacity for its new Chevrolet Volt due to strong public 
interest in the electric car that goes on sale later this year. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya, file) 

GM hikes production capacity 
for Volt by 50 pet 

DETROIT - General Motors said Friday that it is boosting 
production capacity for its new Chevrolet Volt due to strong 
public interest in the electric car that goes on sale this year. 

GM will now have a production capacity of 45,000 vehicles in 
2012, up from previous plans for 30,000 vehicles. 

The automaker made the announcement as President Barack 
Obama toured the Volt production facility in Detroit. The federal 
government sank $50 billion into GM as part of the broader 
rescue of the auto industry, giving taxpayers a majority stake in 
the nation’s largest auto company. 

The Volt, priced at $41,000, can go 340 miles on a single battery 
charge, according to GM. The vehicle is powered purely by 
the battery in the first 40 miles, and then uses a small tank of 
gasoline to create an additional charge for the remaining 300 
miles. 

Chevrolet dealers began taking orders this week for the 2011 
model. 

GM recently raised the number of launch markets for the Volt 
from three to seven. 

Glimcher offering raises 
$96M after costs 

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Real estate investment trust Glimcher 
Realty Trust said Friday a recently completed public offering of 
16.1 million common shares generated about $96 million, after 
commissions, discounts and expenses. 

The offering was priced at $6.25 a share and the final tally 
includes 2.1 million shares issued and sold after underwriters 
exercised their option to buy additional shares. 

The shopping mall and community center owner intends to 
use the net proceeds of the offering to reduce the outstanding 
principal amount under its corporate credit facility. That should 
boost its ability to borrow funds for future property acquisitions 
and other expenses, Glimcher said. 

Shares of Glimcher slipped a penny to $6.56 in afternoon 
trading. 


Stocks fall modestly as 
economic growth slows 



FILE - In this July 28,2010 file photo specialist Donald Civitanova, 
left, and trader Maier Tarlow work on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. Stock futures dropped Friday, July 30, as 
investors cautiously awaited the government’s first reading on 
gross domestic product. 


By STEPHEN BERNARD, 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK - News that 
economic growth slowed 
during the spring gave the 
stock market a fitting end to 
a choppy July — yet another 
back-and-forth day. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average, down almost 120 
points in the first minutes of 
trading, recovered and briefly 
showed a gain before falling 
44 points in mid-afternoon. 
The other major indexes also 
fell. Traders also opted for the 
safety of Treasury bonds, and 
that sent interest rates lower. 
But stocks were on track for 
their strongest month in a year. 
The Dow was up 7.1 percent 
going into Friday’s trading. 
The Commerce Department 
said the gross domestic 
product, the broadest measure 
of the economy, grew at an 
annual pace of 2.4 percent from 
April to June. That’s less than 
the 2.5 percent economists 
polled by Thomson Reuters 
had forecast. 

At first the report confirmed 
investors’ belief that the 
recovery is weakening as 
unemployment remains high 
and government stimulus 
programs end. Consumers 
cut back on their spending 
because of job worries and 
companies spent less to 
rebuild inventories. 

But analysts said that as 
investors read deeper into the 
report, it didn’t look as bad as 
they initially thought. They 
found some good news in 
consumers’ savings rate. 

“The consumer actually 
decided to save more,” Jason 
Pride, director of investment 
strategy at Glenmeade, an 
investment management 
company. “Consumers have 
done more to repair their 
balance sheets than thought.” 


Pride said that means that 
those extra savings will 
eventually be spent, giving 
the economy a lift. Consumer 
spending accounts for the bulk 
of economic activity. 

Business spending on 
equipment and software 
jumped in the second quarter 
by the biggest amount in 13 
years. That was encouraging, 
analysts said, because it means 
companies are eventually 
going to start adding jobs. 
“Companies are spending 
and eventually it will turn 
into employment,” said Ron 
Weiner, president and CEO at 
RDM Financial Group. 

It wasn’t surprising that 
stocks gave up their gains 
and turned lower. Trading has 
been erratic as weak economic 
numbers have conflicted with 
companies’ generally good 
second-quarter earnings and 
forecasts for the rest of the 
year. Investors have been 
quick to cash in their gains 
because they don’t have a 
sense of where the market is 
headed. 

In afternoon trading, the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 43.75, or 0.4 percent, to 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew, filw) 
10,423.18. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index fell 4.14, or 
0.4 percent, to 1,097.39, while 
the Nasdaq composite index 
fell 5.10, or 0.2 percent, to 
2,246.59. 

Falling stocks slightly 
outpaced those that rose on 
the New York Stock Exchange 
where volume came to 450.1 
million shares. 

Volume was extremely light 
even for a summer day. That 
continued a trend that has 
been seen for much of July. 
Analysts say many investors, 
uncertain about the where the 
market is heading, are staying 
on the sidelines or moving 
money into safer alternatives. 
That strategy sent Treasurys 
higher Friday. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury note, which 
moves opposite its prices, 
fell to 2.91 percent from 2.99 
percent. Its yield is often used 
as a benchmark for interest 
rates on mortgages and other 
consumer loans. A yield below 
3 percent suggests investors 
are worried about long-term 
growth and don’t fear inflation 
will be a problem anytime 
soon. Inflation is a threat to the 
long-term value of bondsQ 





































Oswalt traded to Phillies; 
Tejada, Cantu also move 


The Philadelphia Phillies 
signed pitcher Roy Oswalt 
from the Houston Astros in the 
boldest move of Thursday’s 
trades in Major League 
Baseball. 

Miguel Tejada, Jorge Cantu 
and Matt Capps also moved 
ahead of Saturday’s deadline 
for swaps. 

Philadelphia got Oswalt 
and about $11 million from 
Houston for pitcher J.A. 
Happ and two speedy minor 
leaguers. 

“I’m excited,” Phillies ace 
Roy Halladay said. “It says a 
lot that this team is dedicated 
to winning.” 

Oswalt agreed to waive his no¬ 
trade clause and approved the 
deal to the two-time defending 
NL champions. 

The three-time All-Star is 
set to start Friday’s game at 
Washington. 

Continued on Page 14 
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In this July 18, 2010 file photo, Houston Astros pitcher Roy 
Oswalt throws in the first inning during a baseball game against 
the Pittsburgh Pirates in Pittsburgh. A person with knowledge of 
the deal says Houston ace Roy Oswalt has agreed to waive his 
no-trade clause and accept a swap to the Philadelphia Phillies on 
Thursday, July 29, 2010. 

Associated Press 


Man gets jail for MIB game vomit-assault 


JOANN LOVIGLIO 
Associated Press Writer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A 21-year-old New 
Jersey man was sentenced to jail Friday for 
vomiting on another spectator and his 11-year- 
old daughter in the stands at a Philadelphia 
Phillies major league baseball game. 

Matthew Clemmens, of Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, pleaded guilty in May to charges of 
assault, harassment and disorderly conduct 
and was sentenced to one to three months in 
jail, two years of probation and 50 hours of 
community service. The maximum penalty 
was two years in jail. 

Clemmens was taken into custody after Family 
Court Judge Kevin Dougherty sentenced him, 
and several family members burst into sobs. 
The spectator who was vomited on, Michael 
Vangelo, said he has not been back to the 
ballpark since the assault. He also said his 
daughter refuses to talk about what happened 
and has said she does not want to go to another 
Phillies game. 

Clemmens admitted he stuck his fingers down 
his throat and vomited on Vangelo, an off-duty 
Easton police captain, and one of Vangelo’s 


daughters at a Phillies-Washington Nationals 
game on April 14 at Citizens Bank Park. 
Clemmens apologized Friday, and members of 
his family told Dougherty that Clemmens was a 
good person who made one uncharacteristically 
bad mistake. Dougherty said he believed Gary 
Clemmens was sincere in his apology for his 
son’s behavior, but said the defendant’s apology 
was “feigned.” 

Clemmens and his friend were spilling beer, 
cursing and heckling Vangelo and his daughters 
from the time they arrived at their seats. 

The police captain’s 15-year-old daughter 
asked the pair to stop the profanity, and Vangelo 
complained to security that Clemmens’ friend 
was spitting, with some of it hitting his younger 
daughter. 

After the friend was ejected, Clemmens was 
sitting alone behind the Vangelos when he 
answered his cell phone and said: “I need to do 
what I need to do. I’m going to get sick,” the 
prosecutor said. 

Clemmens then put his fingers down his throat 
and threw up on the father, with some vomit 
splashing onto Vangelo’s younger daughter. □ 



Taiwan’s Yani Tseng reacts on the eighteenth hole during the 
second round of the Womens British Open, at Royal Birkdale Golf 
Club, Southport, England, Friday, July 30, 2010. 

Associated Press 

Women’s British Open 
Yani Tseng moves to four- 
shot lead at Boyal Birkdale 

SOUTHPORT, England (AP) — Yani Tseng of Taiwan held a 
comfortable 4-shot lead at the midway point of the Women’s 
British Open after shooting a second straight 4-under 68 Friday 
at Royal Birkdale. 

The two-time major winner mixed five birdies with a bogey for 
an 8-under total of 136 to lead a trio consisting of American duo 
Brittany Lincicome and Cristie Kerr and Amy Yang of South 
Korea. 

Rain washed over the course in the afternoon, making things 
difficult for the late starters — including defending champion 
Catriona Matthew of Scotland who missed the cut by seven 
strokes after making a 10 at the par-four 13th. 

Matthew finished with a 9-over 81 and a two-round total of 12- 
over 156. 

Matthew’s tee shot at the 13th landed in a bush, and she then got 
into deep rough just off the green. After three attempts to get out 
she took a penalty drop, chipped onto the green and two-putted 
for 10. 

She then proceeded to get a birdie 2 at the short 14th—recording 
a rarely seen 10-2 score sequence. 

“After the 10 I just wanted to get in,” said Matthew. 

It was a totally different story for Tseng, who played in much 
better conditions. 

“There was no wind this morning and it was very calm, so it was 
nice out there,” she said. “The course played totally different 
than what we played the last three days, so it was really nice. 

“I feel very confident and if I stay patient over the weekend and 
just keep playing the way I’m playing I have a good chance.” 
Kerr posted the lowest round of the tournament so far with a 67 
to move to 4 under overall. 

The American sank 10-foot birdie putts on the first two holes, 
dropped a stroke at the eighth and picked up four more birdies 
on the back nine. 

“I played really well today,” Kerr said. “I was determined to 
be more relaxed out there. I’ve been putting a lot of pressure 
on myself since getting the No. 1 ranking and I hadn’t really 
realized that’s what was going on. So I just went out and did my 
thing today.”□ 
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AL Roundup 


A-Rod has throe RBIs, but no No. 600 in Yanks win 



New York Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez hits an RBI sacrifice fly ball 
with the bases loaded against the Cleveland Indians in the third 
inning of a baseball game in Cleveland on Thursday, July 29, 
2010. Behind the plate are Indians catcher Carlos Santana and 
home plate umpire Jerry Meals. 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Alex 
Rodriguez drove in three 
runs without hitting his 
600th homer as the New 
York Yankees used a seven- 
run seventh inning to beat 
the Cleveland Indians 11-4 
on Thursday. 

Dustin Moseley (1-0) won his 
first start, allowing a run and 
four hits over six innings as 
New York took three of four 
in a lopsided series that saw 
A-Rod extend his homerless 
streak to seven games. 
Robinson Cano connected 
for his 20th homer just after 
Rodriguez grounded out in 
the seventh. That started 
a string of nine straight 
Yankees reaching safely with 
two outs. Curtis Granderson 
and Rodriguez each had two- 
run singles — both off Joe 
Smith — in the rally. 
Rodriguez batted with the 
bases loaded three times. He 
hit a bases-loaded sacrifice 
fly in the third to tie the score 
1-all. 

Derek Jeter’s single in the 
sixth off rookie reliever 
Frank Herrmann (0-1) broke 
the final tie. 

At St. Petersburg, Florida, 
David Price became the 
American League’s first 14- 
game winner, and Carlos 
Pena had four RBIs as Tampa 
Bay completed a four-game 
sweep of Detroit. 

Price (14-5) allowed two 
runs and seven hits in 6 1- 
3 innings, tying the team 
record for wins in a season. 
He struck out nine and 
walked two. 

Pena hit a second-inning solo 
homer and added a two-run 
single during the third that 
put the Rays up 3-1. Pena 
made it 4-2 with an eighth¬ 


inning infield single. 

Tampa Bay has won six 
straight and is 19-6 since 
June 30. 

Rangers 7, Athletics 4 

At Arlington, Texas, Michael 
Young scored his first three 
times up and light-hitting 
Taylor Teagarden hit a two- 
run homer as Texas beat 
Oakland. 

The Rangers won the series 
against the A’s and closed 
out a homestand against 
division rivals by going 5- 
2. They added 3'A games to 
their lead in the AL West and 
head back on the road 8 1/2 
games clear of the A’s. 

The Rangers led 4-1 after 
squandering a bases-loaded, 
one-out chance to break 
things open against A’s starter 
Vin Mazzaro (6-3) in the fifth. 
Texas starter C.J. Wilson 
(10-5) got into trouble in the 
sixth and Oakland was back 
within 4-3 when the bottom 
of the Rangers’ lineup came 
through. 

David Murphy led off with 
a 431-foot homer. Joaquin 
Arias beat out a grounder to 
short for a single, then scored 
on Teagarden’s homer. 
White Sox 9, Mariners 5 
At Chicago, Ramon Castro 
homered twice and Paul 
Konerko went deep for 
the fourth straight game as 
Chicago beat Seattle for its 
11th straight win at home. 
Carlos Quentin also homered 
for the White Sox, whose 
previous home winning 
streak this long came in 1989 
— two years before they left 
old Comiskey Park for U.S. 
Cellular Field. 

Castro, the backup catcher, is 
batting .400 with five home 
runs and 11 RBIs in his last 


13 games. It was his second 
career two-homer game, the 
other coming in 2002 when 
he was with Florida. 

Ichiro Suzuki equaled a team 
record with three doubles 
for Seattle, which is 6-20 in 
July. 

Orioles 6, Royals 5, 11 
innings 

At Kansas City, Missouri, 
Ty Wigginton’s sacrifice fly 
in the 11th inning broke the 
game’s final tie as Baltimore 
beat Kansas City to snap a 
five-game losing streak. 
Corey Patterson homered 
with two outs in the eighth 
off Baltimore’s Robinson 
Tejeda to tie it at 5-5. Nick 
Markakis led off the third 
for the Orioles with his ninth 
home run. 

Wigginton’s second sacrifice 
fly of the game scored Brian 
Roberts in the 11th and was 
off Blake Wood (0-2), the 
fifth Kansas City pitcher. 
Five Baltimore relievers 
combined to throw 7 2- 


3 scoreless innings with 
David Hernandez (5-7), who 
allowed one hit and struck 


Associated Press 

out three in two innings. 
Alfredo Simon logged his 
15th save. □ 
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NL Roundup 



Hit In ninth gives Padres win ever Dodgers 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Oscar 
Salazar’s single in the bottom 
of the ninth gave the National 
League West-leading San 
Diego Padres a 3-2 victory 
over the Los Angeles Dodgers 
on Thursday. 

The Padres took two of three 
games in the series, opening 
a seven-game gap between 
them. The California rivals 
will meet again in a four-game 
series at Dodger Stadium 
starting Monday. 

Scott Hairston started the 
winning rally with a single 
down the left-field line off 
George Sherrill (1-2). He was 
sacrificed to second and, with 
one out, Salazar hit a full- 
count pitch up the middle past 
the diving second baseman 
for the winner. 

San Diego’s Heath Bell (5-0) 

TEJADA , CANTU 
Continued from Page 12 
Still throwing hard at 32, 
Oswalt was 6-12 despite a 
3.24 ERA for the foundering 
Astros. He asked for a trade 
earlier in the season and the 
St. Louis Cardinals were 
among the teams that were 
interested. 

The NL West-leading San 
DiegoPadresacquiredinfielder 
Tejada from Baltimore for 
a minor league pitcher. At 
36, the former AL MVP was 
hitting .269 with seven homers 
and 39 RBIs for the last-place 
Orioles, who earlier in the day 
hired Buck Showalter as their 
new manager. 

“It’s an honor to go to play 
where they want me. But I’m 
sad because I’ve loved being 
here,” said Tejada. “I’m sad 
but I know this game is a 
business.” 

“It’s a good chance at being in 
the playoffs and that’s always 
good,” Tejada added. “We can 
have a chance to win.” 

The AL West-leading Texas 
Rangers added another bat for 
the playoff push, acquiring 
Cantu from the Llorida 
Marlins for two minor league 
pitchers. 

“Deep inside I’m very sad 
to leave the Marlins, of 
course,” Cantu said. “My 
turn is to go right now to 
the Texas Rangers and help 



San Diego Padres’ Oscar Salazar watches the flight of his walkoff single hit during the ninth inning of 
a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Thursday, July 29, 2010, in San Diego. The Padres 
won 3-2. 

Associated Press 


that ballclub out. They’re 
playing well and winning the 
division. Whenever you go to 
a new team it’s always fun and 
exciting. ... 

There’s still two months to go. 
I know what I’m capable of 
doing.” 

Cantu is set to meet the team 
in Anaheim on Lriday. He hit 
.262 with 10 home runs and 54 
RBIs for Llorida this season. 
The Rangers already have All- 
Star Michael Young at third 
base — Cantu said in recent 
days he was prepared to switch 
back to his former spot at first 
base, a position of need for the 
Rangers. 

“I had a good feeling something 
was going to happen,” he said. 
“I really wanted to win here 
for the Marlins. It is a good 
relief because it was lingering 
around in my head for about a 
week. I tried not to think about 
it.” 

The Minnesota Twins made 
a big push to solidify their 
bullpen that has been without 
closer Joe Nathan all season, 
acquiring Capps from the 
Washington Nationals for 
prized catching prospect 
Wilson Ramos and minor 
league pitcher Joe Testa. 

“The motivation is that this 
makes us a better club,” said 
general manager Bill Smith. 
“This gives us more depth 
in the back of that bullpen. 



In this July 23, 2010 file 
photo, Baltimore Orioles 
third baseman Miguel Tejada 
throws during a baseball game 
against the Minnesota Twins in 
Baltimore. A person familiar 
with the deal says the NL West¬ 
leading San Diego Padres have 
traded for Tejada. The person 
spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity 
because neither club had made 
an announcement Thursday, 
July 29, 2010. 

Associated Press 

Matt Capps is an established, 
veteran closer who is going to 
give us a better chance to win 
our division and advance to 
the World Series.” 

Capps is 3-3 with a 2.74 ERA 
and 26 saves in 30 chances 
this year for the struggling 
Nationals. He will move into 
the closer role for the Twins, 
who have been aggressive in 
improving their club in their 
first season at Target Lield.Q 


pitched a perfect ninth for the 
win. 

Marlins 5, Giants 0 
In San Lrancisco, Anibal 
Sanchez pitched his first 
shutout since 2006 as Llorida 
blanked San Lrancisco in its 
own park. 

Sanchez (8-6) retired his 
first 13 batters and matched 
a career-high with eight 
strikeouts. 

Jorge Cantu played his final 
game for Llorida, having been 
traded to Texas. 

Giants rookie Buster Posey 
had his hitting streak snapped 
at 21 games, one shy of 
tying Hall of Lamer Willie 
McCovey’s San Lrancisco 
rookie record, set in 1959. 
Giants’ rookie Madison 
Bumgarner (4-3) had a four- 
start winning streak snapped. 
Mets 4, Cardinals 0 
In New York, R.A. Dickey 
pitched more than eight 
scoreless innings as New 
York beat St. Louis to record 
its first series victory in more 
than a month. 

Working on three days’ rest, 
Dickey (7-4) showed no sign of 
the sore left hip that prompted 
manager Jerry Manuel to pull 
the knuckleballer out of a 
game on Sunday. 

Ike Davis hit a three-run homer 
for the Mets, who dropped the 
Cardinals into second place in 
the NL Central. 


St. Louis’ Blake Hawksworth 
(4-7) gave up Davis’ homer in 
the third. 

Nationals 5, Braves 3 

In Washington, Scott Olsen 
returned from the disabled list 
to win his first appearance in 
more than two months, guiding 
Washington past Atlanta. 
Olsen (3-2) gave up two 
earned runs in six innings 
before a thunderstorm caused 
a 90-minute delay. 

Adam Dunn and Ian Desmond 
each homered and doubled for 
the Nationals. 

Backup catcher Wil Nieves 
bounced a single up the 
middle off Derek Lowe (10-9) 
in the fourth inning, breaking 
a 2-2 tie. 

Phillies 3, Diamondbacks 2, 
11 innings 

In Philadelphia, Wilson 
Valdez’s RBI single with one 
out in the 11th inning lifted 
Philadelphia to its eighth 
straight win, edging Arizona. 
After the Diamondbacks tied 
it in the ninth, the Phillies 
rallied against Esmerling 
Vasquez (1-4) in the 11th. 

The Phillies closed within 
2 Vi games of division-leading 
Atlanta. They have made up 
4!4 games in the past week. 
Jose Contreras (5-3) tossed a 
scoreless 11th for the win. 
Hours before the first pitch, 
the Phillies improved their 
chances at winning a fourth 
straight NL East title by 
acquiring three-time All-Star 
pitcher Roy Oswalt from 
Houston. He is scheduled to 
start at Washington on Lriday. 
Rockies 9, Pirates 3 
In Denver, Ubaldo Jimenez 
rebounded from two rough 
starts to pitch seven effective 
innings and end Colorado’s 
eight-game losing skid with 
victory over Pittsburgh. 
Jimenez (16-2) returned to the 
form that earned him a start in 
the All-Star game. He allowed 
one run and struck out six to 
move within a win of tying 
the franchise record for wins. 
Carlos Gonzalez and Brad 
Hawpe homered and Clint 
Barmes had two hits and three 
RBIs for the Rockies. 

Pirates starter Paul Maholm 
(6-9) gave up eight runs in 5 
1-3 innings.□ 
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Querrey beats Schuettler In los Angeles 


BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Defending champion Sam 
Querrey defeated Rainer 
Schuettler of Germany 6-2, 3- 
6, 7-6 (7) in the quarterfinals 
of the Farmers Classic. 

The second-seeded American 
used back-to-back big serves 
in the tiebreaker to win Friday 
at the Los Angeles Tennis 
Center on the UCLA campus. 
Schuettler, the oldest player 
in the singles draw at 34, 
twice served for the match in 
the third, but then committed 
three key unforced errors in 
the tiebreaker to lose. 

Querrey, who already has 
three titles this year on three 
different surfaces, improved 
to 6-0 in quarterfinal matches. 
He’ll face the winner of a 


match between No. 3 Marcos 
Baghdatis of Cyprus and 
sixth-seeded Janko Tipsarevic 
of Serbia in Saturday’s 
semifinals. 

Schuettler didn’t face a break 
point in the third until the 10th 
game. 

He lost his serve on a net cord 
forehand that pulled Querrey 
into a 5-5 tie. 

The 22-year-old American, 
the youngest player left in the 
tournament, was broken in 
the next game and Schuettler 
had a chance to serve out the 
match. 

But he fell behind 15-40, then 
netted a forehand to force the 
tiebreaker. 

Querrey led 4-1 before 
Schuettler closed to 4-3 on 
Querrey’s backhand error. 
Querrey came up with a big 



Sam Querrey returns a shot to Rainer Schuettler of Germany, during their match at the Farmers 
Classic tennis tournament, Friday, July 30, 2010, in Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 

service winner, then sent an lead. Schuettler answered with backhand error gave away the 
ace down the middle for a 6-3 his own ace before another match. □ 
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DISPORTS 


Overton in front by 4 at Greenbrier Classic 



Jeff Overton tees off on the 18th hole during the second round of the Greenbrier Classic golf 
tournament at the Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., Friday, July 30, 2010. 

Associated Press 


JOHN RABY 
AP Sports Writer 
WHITE SULPHUR 

SPRINGS, West Virginia 
(AP) — Jeff Overton shot 
an 8-under 62 on Friday 
to take a four-stroke lead 
midway through the inaugural 
Greenbrier Classic. 

Overton, winless in five years 
on the PGA Tour, shot the 
low round of the tournament, 
using wedges on all but one 
approach shot during a bogey- 
free round on the Old White 
course. He was 14 under. 

Boo Weekley, finally healthy 
after tearing a labrum in his 
left shoulder a year ago, was 
10 under after a 63. 

Jimmy Walker (64) and double 
heart transplant recipient Erik 
Compton (68) were 9 under. 
Compton, the first-round 
co-leader, is playing on a 
sponsor’s exemption. 
Australia’s Aaron Baddeley 
(65), Briny Baird (65), Chris 
Stroud (63) and Charles 
Howell III (67) were six 


strokes back at 5 under. 

Old White’s length and lack 
of deep rough have led to an 
assault on the pins, and rains 
that softened the greens earlier 
in the week have made solid 
scoring even more possible. 
The 27-year-old Overton hit 
15 of 18 greens and needed 


just 26 putts in his best round 
of the year. He topped his 
previous low of 7-under 63 at 
the Colonial. 

Starting on the back nine, 
Overton came to the par- 
4 seventh needing to close 
with three birdies for a 59. 
His approach from 85 yards 


landed 18 feet from the pin 
and he slid his putt to the right. 
He finished with three straight 
pars but wasn’t disappointed. 
The Bloomington, Ind., 
resident is having his best 
season since joining the Tour 
in 2006 with four top five 
finishes, including three in 



Floyd Landis sprints to the 
finish line after racing a 2.3- 
mile time trial section during 
the Tour of the Catskills cycling 
race in Tannersville, N.Y., 
Friday, July 30, 2010. Landis 
finished in 9th place with a 
time of 6.59.91-minutes 

Associated Press 


his last six events. Overton 
finished second by two 
strokes each at the Zurich 
Classic and the Byron Nelson 
Championship. 

Overton is 12th in FedEx Cup 
points and could vault to No. 
2 with a win, depending on 
the finishes of two players 
higher than him in the field, 
Jim Furyk at No. 5 and Matt 
Kuchar at No. 7. 

Furyk was at 7 under in 
the Greenbrier Classic and 
Kuchar was 2 under. 

Weekley equaled his lowest 
round of the year. He had seven 
birdies during a bogey-free 
round played in the morning. 
Weekley was injured last year 
at the TPC Sawgrass, stopped 
playing for more than a month 
and was left with a limited 
range of motion. 

He lost 20 pounds and only 
started feeling better about his 
game three weeks ago at the 
John Deere Classic, when he 
finished 21st. 

Weekley was a member of 
the U.S. Ryder Cup team that 
beat Europe in 2008 but was 
ranked No. 172 in the world 
this week with only three top 
10s in the last two years. His 
only two Tour wins were at 
the 2007 and 2008 Heritage. 
Walker was poised to overtake 
Weekley but had two late 
bogeys. 

Compton couldn’t grind out 
the birdies that dominated his 
first round, when he tied Matt 
Every for the lead at 7 under. 
Still, Compton, looking to 
solidify a future either on the 
PGA Tour or the Nationwide 
circuit, put himself in good 
position for the weekend. His 
highest finish is 30th at the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational. 
Every made double bogey at 
the par-5 17th, shot 72 and 
was nine strokes back. 

Carl Pettersson, last week’s 
Canadian Open winner who 
barely made the cut in that 
tournament, shot 64 Friday 
and was at 5 under, three 
strokes above the cut line. □ 


Landis rides in Catskills 
race, gets applause 


TANNERSVILLE, New York (AP) — 
Disgraced cyclist Floyd Landis received a 
warm reception Friday as he competed in the 
first stage of the Tour of the Catskills in upstate 
New York. 

Wearing the jersey of Farm Team, a 
developmental cycling club north of nearby 
Albany, New York, Landis raced in a 2.19-mile 
time trial uphill against about 100 professional 
cyclists. He finished ninth in 6 minutes, 59.91 
seconds, 24 seconds behind stage winner 
Aurelien Passeron of France. 

“We’re excited to have him here,” race 
organizer Dieter Drake said. “He’s clearly 
the biggest name we’ve had. The reaction has 
been mostly positive. We’ve had e-mails from 
people saying they’re glad he’s back racing and 
still active, glad he’s not giving up on it.” 
Landis was stripped of his 2006 Tour de France 
title for doping and admitted this spring to using 
drugs to gain a competitive edge. He also has 
made doping claims against seven-time Tour 


winner Lance Armstrong. 

Landis’ admission has sparked a federal 
investigation into cheating in pro cycling, and 
prosecutors have subpoenaed documents from 
a 2004 case in which a company tried to prove 
Armstrong used performance-enhancing drugs. 
Armstrong has denied using such drugs and has 
never tested positive. 

Landis wouldn’t talk about the case Friday. 
He received a round of applause when he was 
introduced, and several spectators shouted “Go, 
Floyd!” as he prepared to round the first turn of 
the stage. Another lone spectator halfway up 
the hill yelled “Go, Floyd!” as he made his way 
toward the finish line on a sunny day. 

“It’s cool (that Landis is here),” said American 
Kristin Gohr, who was competing in the 
women’s race. “I guess he’s starting to get 
back into it. I don’t know why he ratted Lance 
out, though.” The Tour continues Saturday and 
Sunday with roughly 80-mile (130-kilometer) 
stages each day.Q 
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Unique new dining concept in Paseo Herencia Mall 


Zissles heats up Palm Beach with D’licious 



PASEO HERENCIA 
Congratulations to Zissles, 
introducing a new and exciting 
entertainment/dining concept 
to Aruba! Enjoy a three-course 
gourmet dinner prepared by a 
masterful chef, served in style 
in a trendy nightclub. On 


Thursday evening, members 
of the press and invited guests 
were privy to be the first to 
enjoy this “unique” to Aruba 
show in the Paseo Herencia 
Mall on Palm Beach where the 
former Mr. Jazz used to be. 

Continued on Pages B8 & 9 


Condolences to family and friends 

Tragic traffic accident in 
front of Renaissance 

ORANJESTAD - With great sorrow, we are informing you that 
yesterday afternoon at approximately 2:45 PM, Jafir Antoine 
Medina, bom in Amba on November 18,1997, died after being 
struck by a large container truck while bicycling with friends 
in front of the Renaissance Resort.This is a shock to the entire 
community of Amba and as a tribute to Jafir, the Amba Wieler 
Bond is organizing a bike ride in the name of Jafir at 8 AM 
this morning to the Renaissance Resort. Cycling and safety 
are very important on Amba as next week, Amba will host the 
Youth Caribbean Cycling Championships with cyclists from 
Anguilla, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, Curacao, Guyana, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Vincent, Surinam, 
Trinidad & Tobago, US Virgin Islands and Amba. 

Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of Jafir 
Medina. □ 




Outlook Stable 


Fitch Affirms Aruba Airport 
Authority N.V. at ‘BBB’ 


NEW YORK— Fitch Ratings affirms Amba Airport Authority N.V.’s 6 BBB’ underlying 
long-term rating on approximately US$38.6 million outstanding airport revenue bonds. The 
authority’s revenue bonds mature in 2013 and 2015. Net revenues derived from the authority’s 
ownership and operation of Queen Beatrix International Airport (the airport) secure the bonds. 
The Rating Outlook is Stable. 

Read Page B3 
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Tonight live Rock music at Cafe Chaos 



Acoustic Soul Returns to Rock Cafe Chaos 




ORANJESTAD - Having entertained a large 
crowd of locals and visitors Acoustic Soul 
is continuing its interactive musical tour by 
playing at Cafe Chaos Saturday Night. 

Friday delivered a variety of musical genres. 
Their repertoire has been ever expanding, says 
the dynamic singer famous for his unusual 
blend of leaps & jumps, his stage acrobatic, 


with curls flying, fans singing, beer flowing, 
bar hopping, and chandeliers swinging. 

Now with new cover songs by Katy Perry, 
Black Eyed Peas, Nirvana, even Journey and 
Simple Minds, Acoustic Soul is all out to please 
fans and rock the universe, regardless of age 
and genre. And the crowds are continuously 
growing, along with that famous repertory. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, "fresh seafood" really mean, 
what our local waters have What Herby catches will be 
to offer, and what the words served in his restaurant on 




"Dinner is almost ready..." 


DRIFTWOOD 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament2009 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 


Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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L.G. Smith Boulevard • Opposited Container Harbour 

en Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. to 5=30 p .rr>. 

l Arts • Crafts • Souvenirs • T-Shirts • Watches ^ 

s • Silver • Delfts Blue • More than 100.000 articles! 

s STAY FOR A FEW HOURS! 

\m Tell and bring your friends! • Taxis, Bus Tours - Easy & Constant Public Bus Transportation! 

1" Be smart! Do what locals do! 


Best shopping^ - Lowest prices ever7 


Outlook Stable 


Fitch Affirms Aruba Airport Authority N.V. at ‘BBB’ 


NEW YORK- Fitch Ratings 
affirms Aruba Airport 
Authority N.V.’s ‘BBB’ 
underlying long-term rating 
on approximately US$38.6 
million outstanding airport 
revenue bonds. The authority’s 
revenue bonds mature in 
2013 and 2015. Net revenues 
derived from the authority’s 
ownership and operation of 
Queen Beatrix International 
Airport (the airport) secure the 
bonds. The Rating Outlook is 
Stable. 

The airport is performing in 
line with expectations with 
no deterioration in operations 
since the previous review. The 
rating affirmation reflects: 
i) a strong debt service 
coverage ratio of 2.18 times 
(x); ii) steady enplanements 
compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) at 2.1% since 2004; 
iii) adequate internally-funded 
capital improvement plan with 


no near-term future issuances 
planned; iv) a relatively short 
amortization profile of the 
authority’s outstandingrevenue 
bonds; and v) the ability for 
the airport to modify tariffs 
passenger facility charges 
(PFCs) as needed, without 
regulatory interference by the 
government. 

Credit concerns center on: 
i) considerable revenue 
concentration, with PFCs and 
related charges accounting for 
68% of operating revenues 
in 2009; ii) significant 
dependency on a single 
industry, tourism, which has 
proven both competitive and 
cyclical for enplanements; and 
iii) greater operating expenses 
due to additional plots of land 
(five acres in 2009) and two 
acres expected to be acquired 
in 2011. 

In 2009, the airport reported 
debt service coverage of 


2.18x, slightly down from 
debt service coverage of 2.29x 
in 2008, and well above the 
authority’s rate covenant of 
1.35x. Most of this revenue, 
roughly 68%, was produced 
by PFCs. However, total non- 
aeronautical revenues, mainly 
concession fees, increased 
11% in year-to-date (YTD) 
2010 compared to 2009, and 
represent a 1% increase of the 
total operating revenues. 
Number of enplanements 
slightlyrose0.3%YTDin2010, 
while number of flights grew 
by 3.2% in the same period. In 
2009, enplanements dropped 
2.5% from previous year, as a 
result of the global economic 
recession. The impact to the 
airport, nevertheless, was not 
as material as it was on peer 
competitors like Cancun or 
Bahamas where the number 
of enplanements dropped 
significantly. Aruba proved 




to be a consolidated tourist 
destination during difficult 
years for leisure and travel. 
The airport’s finances are 
healthy, management is 
responding to economic 
swings accordingly, strategic 
agreement with Schiphol 
International is providing 
positive results, and an 
adequate capital expenditures 
plan is in place. Schiphol’s 
long experience in airports 
operations has been 
instrumental to design and 
implement adequate plans and 
strategies to achieve specific 
goals. This relationship is 
expected to continue for at 
least five years. 

Current capital improvement 
plans can be internally 
funded. Medium-term capital 
requirements can be covered 
with operating cash flows 


and restricted cash balances, 
without near-term future 
debt issuance planned. The 
airport shows some financial 
flexibility due to i) the fact 
that no further debt will be 
issued, and ii) maturity of the 
bonds, in 2013 and 2015. Both 
the General Fund account, and 
the Reserve Account, have 
been funded as established 
by the indenture. The airport 
has access to the General 
fund only through the O&M 
fund and CAPEX fund. The 
General Fund is funded from 
the revenue account and 
approximately half of the 
balance is currently liquid. 
Going forward, Fitch expects 
the strategic relationship 
with Schiphol international 
to continue providing 
substantial improvements to 
the airport’s operations. While 
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Curacao North Sea Jazz Festival Set for Sep. 3-4 

Lineup forfestin Caribbean to include Roy Hargrove, Richard Bona, Michel Camilo, Sergio Mendes, 
George Benson, Natalie Cole and many more 



By C.T. Goodman 

WILLEMSTAD - The largest indoor jazz festival in the world, 
the North Sea Jazz Festival has been bringing the biggest and 
broadest range of artists to The Netherlands for 35 years. From 
Sarah Vaughan and Count Basie to Alicia Keys and Jamiroquai and 
the Zawinul Syndicate, the past, present and future of jazz music 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 


Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 



Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance. 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 
RESERVATION SUGGESTED 




TEL: 586-7333 




has appeared to audiences in 
the tens of thousands annually. 
In 2010, for the first time, 
the international festival will 
expand its offerings, extend its 
reputation and share its expertise 
with a new effort—the Curacao 
North Sea Jazz Festival. 

Just 5,000 miles and six weeks 
away from the main event, 
the Curacao North Sea Jazz 
Festival is scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday, September 3 and 
4, 2010. Similarly set in major 
indoor and outdoor venues with 
performances by over thirty-five 
local, national and international 
jazz, R&B, neo soul, and Latin 
artists, the first time festival 
boasts a stellar line up that 
includes The Roy Hargrove 
Quintet, John Legend, Richard 
Bona, Simply Red, The Michel 
Camilo Trio, Mulato, Sergio 
Mendes, La India, Randal 
Corsen, Sierra Maestra and 
more. Headlining the festival 
are multiple Grammy award 
winning performers George 
Benson, Natalie Cole and 
Lionel Richie. 

The Curacao North Sea Jazz 
Festival will feature two 
evenings and nights of music 
from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. both nights 
on three stages. Venues include 
the World Trade Center Curacao 
and two outdoor locations 
including a beach front stage. 
In addition to world renowned 
entertainers at this first time 
festival, the Curacao North Sea 
Jazz Festival also welcomes 
a number of local performers 


insuring the cultural flavor of 
the locale is ever present. 
Showcasing the unique island 
paradise, the Curacao North 
Sea Jazz Festival is primarily 
designed to introduce the world 
to one of the best kept vacation 
secrets around. Selected as one 
of the Top 10 Destinations for 
2010 by Bing.com, Curacao, 
offers its anonymity as a part of 
its appeal. 

“People come to Curacao 
and are pleasantly surprised,” 
says Andre Rojer, Marketing 
Manager, Curagao Tourist 
Board, North America. “It’s an 
unknown island Americans, in 
particular, haven’t discovered 
yet. We’re not a ‘tourist’ type 
of island; visitors come and are 
among the locals. They feel a 
part of the community. We’re 
small and everything is close. 
Curacao resembles Amsterdam 
in many ways but with better 
weather,” observes Rojer. 

A UNESCO World Heritage 
site, Curacao is a Dutch, 
Spanish and English speaking 
island. Miles of beautiful clear 
beaches, colorful building 
fronts and its “floating market”- 
-Venezuelan vendors on their 
boats in the water selling fresh 
fruits, vegetables and fish— 
create a distinctive visual image 
and cultural atmosphere that 
sets Curacao apart from many 
other island destinations. The 
island offers major hotels chains 
like the Marriott and Hilton but 
visitors are also able to find 
accommodations in local spots 
such as The Hotel Kura Hulanda 



Roy Hargrove Toronto 


Spa & Casino and the Floris 
Suite Hotel—both offering 
special package deals for the 
festival that include discounts 
on rooms, transportation to 
festival sites, complimentary 
champagne, and more. Island 
businesses and residents are 
working together to make sure 
that the Curacao North Sea Jazz 
Festival puts the island “on the 
map.” 

According to an official press 
release from the Curacao 
Tourist Board, the festival 
is poised “to cater to every 
type of jazz-loving traveler.” 
According to Rojer personally 
of this first time effort in 
festival production, “Curacao 
is going jazz crazy!” 

For more information about 
the Curacao North Sea Jazz 
Festival including complete 
performance schedule, visit the 
festival’s web site. You can also 
learn more about the island of 
Curacao at their Tourism Board 
web site. □ 
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Restaurant 


Family owned with an European and Local touch 
come and enjoy our famous. 

What’s better than money, more for your money 


“All you can eat Night 

for 

only $25 

FOB RESERVATION 

Space is limited 

O583-8899/592-1580 

LG. Smith Bivd. 160 near the low rise Hotels 


































AtArawak Garden 


localis; 


Saturday, July 31,2010 


Come to the Food & Wine Festival to taste the world 



AKFflS 


PALM BEACH - Arawak 
Garden presents its Food & 
Wine Festiva this Saturday, 
July 31, it promises to be 
fantastic. Just hop on a virtual 
plane and the world is your 
oyster! For instance, take 
the Flight to Spain at Salt & 
Pepper Restaurant. 

You order three tapas of 
your choice and pay for 
two. Another plane takes 
you to Argentina at Tango 
Restaurant: There you can 
eat a fantastic BBQ dinner. 
Tango is renowned for its 
excellent cuts of meat; try 
them at this feast. 

But you have not seen it all: 
the Flight to New Zealand 
entails a special adventure at 


Fishes & More. 

This popular restaurant at 
Arawak Garden offers a three- 
course. Topping it off with a 
Flight to France is Casa Tua, 
where a Pizza Orientale is 
great! Next door at Sopranos 
Piano Bar is surfing along: 
it offers special wines and a 
live cigar roller. There will be 
live music and a raffle with 
lots of prizes. 

The Food & Wine Festival at 
Arawak Garden starts at 7 pm; 
entrance is free. The event is 
sponsored by Burger King, 
Romar Trading, Compra, 
Pepia Est and Aruba Wine 
And Dine. Arawak Garden is 
located in the high rise area 
across from the Occidental 
Resort.Q 


Atlantic Weather Systems 
Have low Chance of 
Becoming Depressions 

CARIBBEAN - Two weather systems over the Atlantic 
and southeastern Caribbean have a “low chance” of 
strengthening into depressions or tropical storms, the 
National Hurricane Center said. 

Clouds and thunderstorms stretching from the island 
of Guadeloupe to northern Venezuela have a 10 percent 
chance of becoming a tropical cyclone in the next two 
days, the U.S. National Hurricane Center said today on 
its website. Tropical cyclones are rotating systems that 
include depressions, tropical storms and hurricanes. 

The second system, a patch of “disturbed weather” further 
east over the Atlantic, is about 700 miles (1,100 kilometers) 
southwest of the Cape Verde Islands and has a 20 percent 
chance of becoming a tropical cyclone, the center said. 

Neither system is close to the Gulf of Mexico, where 
BP Pic is trying to clean up the worst oil spill in U.S. 
history. The Caribbean system covers islands including 
Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Barbados, Martinique and 
DominicaQ 
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AKrftST * LUNCH 
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CIIIDABO 0ID0 


Tel: 582-0697 / 583-7484 
Schotland str. 70 

Extend your stay 

T^Quality Apartments 

*Studio St Loft Apts. *Fully Furnished 

*Kitchen / A\rco / Cable TV *Swimming Pool 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach St 4 large supermarkets. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat St Sun: 9am-5pm. 




Located at the Olde Molen 


TEL: 586-7833 


The 1 and only Homemade 
Aruban Cigars 

Open from Mon. thru Sat. 9AM - 10PM 


Sunday 9AM - 10PM 


With a purchase of $20 or more 1 FREE Cigar 
Bring this coupon for FREE ARUBAAN Cigar. 
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BlueGreenVacation Club names 






AT RENAISSANCE 


AFTERLIFE 

daily: 9:00 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 

UNTHINKABLE 

daily: 4:30-6:45 

matinee: 

late show: 

G-FORCE 

daily: 

matinee: 12:00-2:10 

late show: 

DESPICABLE ME 3D 

daily: 4.30 

matinee: 12.00-2.15 

late show: 

THE LAST AIRBENDER 

daily: 6:45 - 9:00 

matinee: 

late show: 11:15 

TOY STORY 3 3D 

daily: 6:00 


AT PASEO HERENCIA 


NEW 


USD 


□E 


CPE 


matinee: 


12:50-3:30 


late show: 

PG 

SALT 

daily: 8:30 

matinee: 

late show:11:00 

PG41 

THE KARATE KID 

daily: 

matinee: 12:15-3:15 

late show: 

rPGI 

PREDATORS 

daily: 6:10-8:45 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 

IDE 

GROWN UPS 

daily: 4:45 - 7:00 - 9:1 

5 

matinee: 12:00-2:30 

late show: 11:50 

rpGi 

THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE 

daily: 5:30-8:00 

matinee: 12:30-3:00 

late show: 11:00 

PG 


TOY STORY 3 3D 

daily: 4:00-6:30 

matinee: 1:30 

late show: 

V 

dll 

G 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: ECLIPSE 

daily: 

9:00 



matinee: 




late show: 

11:45 


PG41 

GROWN UPS 



daily: 

4:45-7:15-9:30 


matinee: 

12:00-2:30 



late show: 

11:45 


EG31 

THE KARATE KID 



daily: 

3:30 



matinee: 

12:30 



late show: 



rPGl 

KNIGHT & DAY 



daily: 

6:30 - 9:00 



matinee: 




late show: 

11:30 


PG41 

THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE 

daily: 

3:45-6:15-8:45 


matinee: 

1:00 



late show: 

11:15 


rpGi 

DESPICABLE ME 3D 



daily: 

4:45 



matinee: 

12:15-2:30 

OM 


late show: 



PG 

THE LAST AIRBENDER 



daily: 

7:00-9:15 

V 


matinee: 


dll 


late show: 

11:30 


PG 

SALT 




daily: 

4:15-6:30-8:30 


matinee: 




late show: 

11:00 


FG43 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

daily: 




matinee: 

12:00-2:00 



late show: 



□n 



AT CRYSTAL THEATER 


Matinee: everyday | Late show: fri & sat 


EAGLE BEACH - Julian 
Chance, Director of Sales for 
BlueGreen Properties NV, at 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet 
Club personally emceed the 
company’s quarterly award 
ceremony congratulating 
his top achievers on their 
outstanding sales efforts for 


April, May & June, 2010. 
Sales Executive Rubert 
Paesch landed a number 
of distinctions, rewarding 
his performance in the past 
quarter. 

Rubert won front line and 
overall Sales Executive for 
April 2010, and front line Sales 


3D movies 
ff' I presented by 


SETAR 


Executive for June 2010. By 
virtue of winning two months 
in the same quarter Rubert was 
named Sales Executive of the 
second quarter. Additionally, 
Rubert was presented by two 
BlueGreen corporate awards, 
for top sales performance, in 
Level 1 BlueGreen Resorts for 
2009 and for tremendous front 
line sales in 2009. 

Chance praised Rubert’s 


www.thecinemas.aw y valid till aug 5 

NOW BUY YOURTICKET ONLINE 


Tickets available at the Crystal 
Theater Box-office, next to Crystal 
Casino from 5:00 pm. 


Movie starts at 8:30 pm. 


DINNER AND MOVIE ONLY $39,- 

per person plus 15% service charge 


extraordinary triumph, 

plucking six major distinctions 
in just one afternoon. 

Albert Groeneveldt earned 
Sales Executive for the Month 
of April in house, while Rudy 
Richardson won the same 
award for May in addition 
to the overall distinction, 
and a Corporate BlueGreen 
Distinction for in house sales. 
In June he repeated his 


CRYSTAL THEATER 

Situated in the Renaissance Mall 


AQUARIUS 


performance to secure Sales 
Executive for the Month of 
June 2010, in house, with 
Johan Arends attaining the 
overall award. 

Among Sales Manager Solange 
Kuiperi picked a number of 
recognitions as Sales Manager 
for the Month of April 2010, 
front line and in house, 
repeating her performance in 
house in June to win the Sales 
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winners for the second quarter 



Manager for the month award and the 
overall second quarter Sale Manager 
honor. She also received a special 
gift from BlueGreen Corporation, an 
engraved Waterman pen. 

Antonio Arrindell won two distinctions 
as front line Sales Manger for the 
Month of May and June while John 
Samson received the honor, in house, 
in May, as well as a special gift from 
BlueGreen Corporation, an engraved 
Waterman pen. 

In house coordinator Angella Beckford 
won April, with Jacqueline Marlin 
attaining the title in both May and June 
and the overall second quarter. 

Island Expert for the month of April 
Angella Williams, repeated the feat 


for June as well, and also received the 
overall second quarter award. 

Angeli Trimon was Support Manager 
for the second quarter and Evelyn Boye 
outshined all support staff members for 
the second quarter. 

In his address Chance praised his team 
for its outstanding energy reiterating 
his deep sense of satisfaction over the 
group’s synergy. 

He expressed the Vacation Club’s 
excitementovertheongoingrenovations 
and announced the upcoming move of 
the reception area to the gym, while a 
brand new second floor reception area 
is being built in the lobby. 

Chance congratulated the Homeowners 
Association of La Cabana Beach 


& Racquet Club and the Board of 
Directors for its foresight and vision, 
and reported great optimism regarding 
2010 and the upcoming winter season. 
The island’s Minister of Tourism also 
deserve credit, he stated, for refreshing 
the tourist product and exploring new 
markets via sport, fashion and movies, 
delivering a most proactive marketing 
strategy. 

“Bluegreen,” he said, “is here to stay, 
and having just invested 25 million 
dollars, the resort is positioned to 
welcome the winter season strongly.” 
Chance concluded the session thanking 
Accounting, Human Resources, 
Marketing, the Gift Room & Sales for 
their steadfast collaboration. 


Founded in 1966 and headquartered 
in Boca Raton, FL, Bluegreen 
Corporation is the leader in providing 
Colorful Places to Live and Play® 
through its vacation ownership resort 
and residential real estate business 
segments. 

The company’s more than 3,100 
employees are passionate about 
delivering extraordinary experiences 
for owners, travelers and business 
partners. 

Bluegreen Corporations manages, 
markets and sells a flexible, real estate- 
based vacation ownership plan with 
more than 208,000 owners, over 45 
owned or managed resorts, and access 
to more than 3,700 resorts worldwide. 


The best Brazilian Steakhouse in Aruba! Serving the Islands most exquisite deserts... 


TEXM <l< MAZil 


CHURRASCARIA 

Brazilian Sieakhome 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. • Palm Beach, Aruba 
Across from the Playa Linda Resort 
297*586*4686 (Servins Dinner Only) 


Redeem this ad for 

T ' 

10% OFF* 

Valid up to 6 people 

1 



*NOT VALID for desserts, alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, salad only, children’s dinner prices, 
and split checks. Tax and gratuity not included] 

Cannot be combined with any other offer or I . 

discounts. Limit one certificate per table. 






For rewards log on www.texasdebrazil.conr 


n / 
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can be found in Texas 


PALM BEACH - The health and 
calorie conscious among us need 
fear steakhouses no more. Wheth¬ 
er it’s a low-carb, low-fat, or even 
vegetarian diet you follow, Texas 
de Brazil Churrascariafits into just 
about every dieter’s menu plan. 

Low carb eaters will have all 
their expectations surpassed 
with a tempting carnivorous 
selection of umpteen cuts of 
sizzling beef, pork, lamb, sau¬ 
sage, and poultry. The meats 
are prepared in the healthi¬ 
est style of cooking—slow 
roasting—where much of the fat 
drips off in the roasting process, so 
those looking for a lower fat option 
to sauteing, pan frying, or deep 
frying will also be able to indulge. 

The Brazilian-style steakhouse 
alsooffersupagardenfiillofhealthy 
eats on a lavish 40-item seasonal 
salad bar, giving dieters plenty to 
choose from to accompany the 


slow-roasted meats. A selection of 
fresh lettuces and vegetables may 
be standard for most salad bars, 
but Texas de Brazil’s version goes 
a gourmet twist further, treating 
the palate to additional items like 
marinated portabella mushrooms, 
sweet roasted bell peppers, hearts 
of palm, sundried tomatoes, im¬ 
ported cheeses—including fresh 
buffalo mozzarella—sushi, home¬ 
made soups, and much more. 

The salad bar is included in the 
continuous service meal with un¬ 
limited choices from the grilled 
meats, but for vegetarians or the 
non-meat eaters, a special price 
is offered for just the salad bar. 
Of course, for those looking to 
splurge while on vacation, Tex¬ 
as de Brazil will gladly serve 
their garlic mashed potatoes, 
traditional fried plantains, and 
their world-famous parmesan 
cheese bread as part of the meal. 


Restaurant 
open daily 

Monday - Sat 6 pm -11 
Sunday 5 pm -11 pm 


For more information or to 
make reservations, please 

call 586-4686.Q 
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Continued from Page B1 
D’Licious treats guests to a 
two-hour journey through 
different musical eras; it is a 
spectacular stage production 
enhanced by professional 


direction, amazing costumes 
and choreography, talented 
international performers, 
and an extraordinary range 
of lighting and audio-visual 
effects. D’Licious combines 


the grandeur of the former 
Moulin Rouge with the allure 
of international superstars. 

On Sundays through Fridays, 
Zissles brings to the stage 
this enthralling live show and 


later morphs into a sizzling 
nightclub. On Saturdays, 
the air is electric with live 
performances, DJs and stellar 
acts changing every week. 

- Photos by Julia Renfro ~ 


Zissles heats up Palm Beach with D’Licious 
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Match-made-in-heaven from Kentucky to Aruba 



Fairy Tale Wedding for Paula & Don 



ORANJESTAD - Paula Girky 
& Donald (Don) Tucker 
celebrated their love for one 
another with the exchange of 
wedding rings symbolizing a 
circle with no ending and vows 
of love for one another forever 
and ever at Aruba’s historic 
civil house on Wednesday, 


July 28, 2010. The civil 
ceremony was officiated by 
Government Official Beto 
Christiaans and witnessed 
by Paula’s lovely daughter’s 
Paige and Faith. After the 
ceremony, the Paula and Don 
together with their daughters 
enjoyed an island tour by 






limo accompanied by their 
professional photographer. 
The marriage celebration 
continued with a romantic 
blessing on the beach with the 
exchange of ring and vows 
officiated by Rev. Robert 
Gibson and coordinated by 
Indira Maduro of Aruba 
Fairy Tales at the Divi Aruba 
Phoenix 

After the exchange of rings, 
vows and kisses Paula and 
Don continued with a romantic 
photo shoot, champagne toast 
and cake cutting ceremony the 
group of family and friends 
enjoyed a private dinner 
on the beach catered by the 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Resorts 
signature restaurant Sunset 
Bistro. □ 


- Photos by Julia Renfro ~ 
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Chicken producers debate ‘natural’ label 


By JULIANA BARBASSA, 
Associated Press Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO - A 
disagreement among poultry 
producers about whether 
chicken injected with salt, 
water and other ingredients 
can be promoted as “natural” 
has prompted federal officials 
to consider changing labeling 
guidelines. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture had maintained 
that if chicken wasn’t flavored 
artificially or preserved with 
chemicals, it could carry 
the word “natural” on the 
package. 

But the agency agreed to take 
another look at its policy after 
some producers, politicians 
and health advocates noted 
that about one-third of chicken 
sold in the U.S. was injected 
with additives that could 
represent up to 15 percent of 
the meat’s weight, doubling 
or tripling its sodium content. 
Some argue that could mislead 
or potentially harm consumers 
who must limit their salt 
intake. The USDA’s Food 
Safety and Inspection Service 
plans to issue new proposed 
rules this fall. 

Perdue, the nation’s third 
largest poultry producer, is 
among those pushing for a 
change. The company has 
joined a group called the 
Truthful Labeling Coalition, 
which has hired a lobbyist 
and launched an advertising 
campaign. 

“Our labels say natural or all 
natural only if there is nothing 
added,” Perdue spokesman 
Luis Luna said. “Under no 
circumstances is it acceptable 
to label poultry that has been 
enhanced with water or broth 
or solutions as natural, or all 
natural.” 

Such mixtures are injected 
into poultry to make the meat 
tastier and more tender. 

The two largest chicken 
processors, Pilgrim’s Pride 
and Tyson Foods, are among 


those that affix “natural” 
labels to chicken injected with 
extra salt and water. Industry 
experts said the practice has 
become more common in the 
past decade. 

Tyson spokesman Gary 
Mickelson said the company 
sponsored a national study 
that found most consumer 
didn’t mind those labels if 
the ingredients added were 
deemed natural. 

Gary Rhodes, a spokesman 
for Pilgrim’s Pride, said the 
company simply wanted to 
offer its customers a choice. 
“We offer both 100 percent 
natural enhanced and non- 
enhanced fresh chicken,” 
Rhodes said. “It really depends 
on what the customer wants. 
It’s all about choice.” 

But Bill Mattos, president 
of the California Poultry 
Federation, argued that current 
labeling rules leave consumers 
confused. He said the industry 
needs to work harder at being 
clear about its products. 

“With all the talk about food 
now, all the interest in salt, 
the chicken industry needs to 
be very upfront about these 
issues, and be very truthful,” 
said Mattos. 

A buyer perusing the chicken 
counter at a San Francisco 
supermarket agreed. 

Muembo Muanza, 30, said he 
read the label and considered 
the price but never thought to 
check the salt content when 
buying fresh chicken. 

Most people buying fresh, 
unprocessed food will assume, 
like he did, that nothing is 
added, said Muanza, whose 
family has a history of high 
blood pressure, a condition 
that can be worsened by high 
salt intake. 

“If it says natural, I expect it 
to be all natural - nothing but 
chicken,” he said. 

California Sen. Barbara Boxer 
weighed in on the issue earlier 
this year, calling in a press 
conference for the USD A to 


“immediately prevent sodium 
injected chicken from using 
the ‘natural’ label and require 
all poultry producers to 
identify added ingredients in 
print large enough to ensure 
that consumers can make 
informed choices.” 

The issue is worrisome because 
Americans generally eat far 
too much salt, with serious 
health consequences, said 
Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo, a 
researcher at the University of 
California, San Francisco. 

Her research, published this 
year in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, found 
that regulations aimed at 
cutting back Americans’ 
sodium intake could save $10 
billion to $24 billion in health 
care costs, and thousands of 
lives, every year. 

Government intervention is 
needed, Bibbins-Domingo 
said, because much of the salt 
people eat comes in prepared 
food, not out of a salt shaker. 
“We have to educate people 
to read labels and make better 
choices,” she said. “When 
there are foods that people 
consider to be fresh and 
without additives, and they 
also have salt added, you 
feel you are almost fighting a 
losing battle.” 

In a report issued this year, the 
Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee, which advises the 
federal government, revised 
the recommended daily salt 
intake from a teaspoon a 
day to about two-thirds of a 
teaspoon. It pointed to meat 
with added salt as a particular 
problem. 

Foster Farms, based in 
Livingston, Calif., has been at 
the forefront of the campaign 
to change labeling rules. 

The company sells marinated 
products that have added salt 
- but it is clear to consumers, 
said company spokesman 
Ira Brill. The problem with 
injection is the customer can’t 
tell what’s in their chicken. □ 



In this photo taken Dec. 19,2008, chickens are seen on a farm near 
Vacaville, Calif. A disagreement among poultry producers about 
whether chicken injected with salt, water and other ingredients 
can be promoted as ‘natural’ has prompted federal officials to 
consider changing labeling guidelines. 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg) 

Knee, Hip Replacements May 
Aid Weight loss: Study 

Weight loss has been noted among patients who’ve had a 
knee or hip replacement, a new study says. 

The research focused on 196 patients, mean age 67 years, 
who had knee or hip replacement surgery (arthroplasty) at 
the Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York City between 
2005 and 2007. 

The researchers found that, after their surgery, nearly 20 
percent of the patients had significant weight loss (5 percent 
or more of body weight) and decreased body mass index 
(BMI), which is a measurement that takes into account a 
person’s height and weight. The mean weight of the patients 
decreased from 175.5 pounds to 172.2 pounds, they noted. 
Knee replacement patients were more likely than hip 
replacement patients to experience a significant decrease in 
BMI (21.5 percent and 16.9 percent, respectively). Patients 
with a BMI score greater than 30 before their surgery, 
and therefore considered obese, were most likely to have 
significant post-surgery weight loss. 

“Total joint arthroplasties are performed with the intent 
of relieving a patient’s pain and disability. Both total knee 
patients and total hip patients experienced a statistically 
significant and clinically significant corrected weight 
loss following surgery, which indicates a healthier overall 
lifestyle,” lead author Dr. Michael Bronson, chief of joint 
replacement surgery at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
said in a Mount Sinai news release. 

Further studies of knee and hip replacement patients that 
also include diet counseling and long-term fitness goals 
may show even more encouraging weight loss results, the 
researchers noted. 

The study was published in the June issue of the journal 
Orthopedics.□ 
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Mars Rover Spirit May Not Survive Martian Winter 



NASA’s Mars Exploration Rover Spirit recorded this forward 
view of its arm and surroundings during the rover’s 2,052nd 
Martian day, or sol (Oct. 11, 2009). 


Denise Chow 

NASA’s beleaguered Mars 
rover Spirit, which has been 
hibernating on the surface of 
Mars since March, is facing 
its toughest challenge yet 

- the harsh conditions of the 
Martian winter. And the rover 
may lose. 

Spirit has been stuck in 
Martian sand for more than a 
year, and in January, NASA 
abandoned all attempts of 
extricating the long-lived 
rover, rechristening it instead 
as a stationary probe. 

But Spirit entered a 
hibernation-like state on 
March 22, and while mission 
controllers are cautiously 
optimistic about its chances of 
survival, they still have yet to 
hear any communication from 
the rover. 

“It will be the miracle from 
Mars if our beloved rover 
phones home,” said Doug 
McCuistion, director of 
NASA’s Mars Exploration 
Program at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. “It’s never faced this type 
of severe condition before 

- this is unknown territory.” 
Spirit and its robotic twin 
Opportunity have been 
exploring different parts of 
Mars since January 2004. 
Both rovers have far outlasted 
their initial 90-day missions 
and are now in the middle of 
their seventh year exploring 
Mars. 

“Our estimation is that Spirit 
has experienced what is called 
a low-power fault, where there 
is not enough energy being 
produced by the solar arrays to 
make up for the energy being 


used by the rover,” John Callas, 
project manager for Spirit 
and Opportunity at NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Calif., told SPACE, 
com. 

Cold and powerless on Mars 
The rover team anticipated 
that Spirit would go into its 
low-power hibernation mode 
in the lead-up to the Martian 
winter, which runs from May 
through November. 

Because it is stuck, Spirit was 
unable to get to a favorable 
slope for its fourth winter on 
the planet, so the low angle of 
sunlight during these months 
limited the power generated 
from the rover’s solar panels. 
During this hibernation, 

the rover suspends 

communications and other 
activities in order to preserve 
available energy to recharge 
and heat batteries, and to keep 
the mission clock ticking. 

But, there’s a further risk, said 
Callas. 

“The rover may also experience 
a mission-clock fault,” Callas 
said. “It’s like when you turn 
your hair dryer on and the 
lights blink momentarily. As 
the rover actually starts to 
wake up, and the heaters and 
loads come on, this could 
cause the clock to reset, and if 
that happens, the rover loses 
track of absolute time.” 

That would be unfortunate. If 
Spirit loses track of time, it 
could stretch its hibernation 
time out to its maximum - if it 
survives the Martian winter at 
all. Callas’ expectation is that 
Spirit will not wake up for 
several months. 


If the rover has experienced a 
low power fault, he estimates 
Spirit could wake in late 
September or early October. 
But, if Spirit has experienced 
a mission-clock fault, the 
rover may not come out of 
hibernation until November. 
“If we can have the rover 
respond to us, we can at least 
have a sense of timing,” Callas 
said. “When your alarm clock 
loses track of time, you can go 
in and reset it. We would do 
the same thing with Spirit once 
we’re able to communicate 
regularly with the rover.” 

Paging Spirit on Mars 
On July 26, NASA’s Mars 
rover team began using a 
paging technique called 
“sweep and beep,” in which 
commands are sent repeatedly 
to the rover to check if it is 
awake and listening. 

“Instead of just listening, we 
send commands to the rover 
to respond back to us with a 
communications beep,” Callas 
explained. “If the rover is 
awake and hears us, she will 
send us that beep.” 

Yet, mission managers have 
good reasons to keep their 
expectations in check. Based 
on models ofMars’weather and 
its effect on available power, 
there is a distinct possibility 
that Spirit may never respond 
to their communications. 

Spirit is likely experiencing its 
coldest internal temperature 
yet, as the rover’s heaters were 
not being powered through the 
winter. 

“Our expectation is that the 
rover will survive the winter, 
but I can’t say with high 
confidence that that will be the 
case,” Callas said. “The rover 
is experiencing the coldest 
temperatures it’s ever been in 
- equivalent to about minus 
55 degrees Celsius (minus 
67 degrees Fahrenheit). It 
was designed to take those 
temperatures when it was a 
brand new rover, but right 
now, it’s been on the surface 
of Mars 20 times longer than 
it should have been.” 

The harsh Martian winter 
During three previous Martian 
winters, Spirit sent signals 
back to Earth about once or 
twice a week, and used its 
heaters to stay warm as it 
parked on a sun-facing slope 


for the duration of the harsh 
winter months. As a result, the 
heaters were able to maintain 
internal temperatures above 
minus 40 degrees Fahrenheit 
(minus 40 degrees Celsius). 
Spirit is designed to come 
out of its hibernation and 
communicate with Earth when 
its batteries are adequately 
charged. But, if the batteries 
have lost too much power, 
and the rover experiences a 
mission-clock fault, Spirit 
would start a new timer to 
wake up every four hours and 
listen for a signal from Earth 
for 20 minutes of every hour 
while the sun is up. 

The earliest date the rover 
could generate enough power 
to send a signal to Earth was 
originally calculated to be 
around July 23. So far, Spirit 
has not sent a peep. 

If Spirit does wake up, the 
rover will undergo a complete 
health check on its instruments 
and electronics, mission 
managers said. 

The spirit of Spirit 
Based on the conditions from 
previous Martian winters, the 
rover team anticipates the 
increasing haziness in the sky 
over Spirit to offset longer 
daylight for the next two 
months. After that, the amount 
of solar energy available to 
the rover will increase until 
the southern Mars summer 
solstice in March 2011. 

If mission managers have not 
heard anything from Spirit by 
March, it is unlikely that the 
rover will ever come back to 
life. 

“This has been a long winter 
for Spirit, and a long wait 
for us,” said Steve Squyres, 
the principal investigator 
for Spirit and her twin rover 
Opportunity, who is based at 
Cornell University. “Even if 
we never heard from Spirit 
again, I think her scientific 
legacy would be secure. But 
we’re hopeful we will hear 
from her, and we’re eager to 
get back to doing science with 
two rovers again.” 

And if Spirit does wake, the 
rover could contribute even 
more to scientific research on 
the surface ofMars. 

“If Spirit emerges from 
winter, we want to track the 
rover’s radio signal,” Callas 


told SPACE.com. “Since 
Spirit was stationary - or near 
stationary - the motion of the 
rover is now a proxy for the 
motion ofMars.” 

In other words, if Spirit is 
driving around on the surface 
ofMars, its radio signal follows 
the motion of the rover. But, if 
the rover is stationary (or near 
stationary), the radio signal 
follows the motion of the 
planet itself. So, by tracking 
the slight permutations of the 
rover’s radio signals, scientists 
can essentially observe the 
planet’s faint wobble, giving 
them insight into the planet’s 
interior. 

“There’s that old trick where 
you spin an egg to see if it’s 
raw or hardboiled,” Callas 
explained. “If it spins freely, 
it’s hard-boiled, but if it 
wobbles a bit, then it’s raw. 
Planets actually do the same 
thing, although the effect is 
much, much smaller.” 

As such, the rover’s radio 
signals could provide valuable 
information about the 
distribution of matter within 
the planet, and the fluidity of 
Mars’ core. 

“If Mars has a liquid core, the 
planet is going to have a bit of 
a slosh,” Callas said. “These 
are the kinds of measurements 
we’ll do with the rover 
after the winter, and they’re 
very profound scientific 
investigations. These are 
questions we’ve had about 
Mars for decades.” 

Spirit and Opportunity began 
exploring Mars in January 
2004, on missions that were 
originally planned to last 
three months. While Spirit 
has been stationary since 
April, Opportunity is in good 
health, and is currently driving 
toward a large crater named 
Endeavour. 

Opportunity covered more 
distance in 2009 than in 
any previous year on the 
Martian surface. This month 
Opportunity spotted its first 
dust devil on Mars, though 
Spirit has seen the tornado¬ 
like wind phenomenon in the 
past. 

Both rovers have made 
important discoveries about 
wet environments on ancient 
Mars that may have been 
favorable for supporting 
microbial life. □ 
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Timeshare 
Resales us. a. inc. 

fg GMA C 


uUL‘ 


MARIOTT OCEAN CLUB 

Platinum 

1BD $16K OV 
2BD $23k OV 
2 BD $38K OF 

Gold 

1BD $9.7 K 
2BD $15K 

MARIOTT SURF CLUB 

Platinum 

2 BD $19 KGV 
2 BD $22 K OV 
2 BD $24.5 K OS 

2 BD $39 K OF 

3 BD $36 K OF 
Presidents Week 7 

Oceanside $30K 
Gold 

2 BD $12K GV 
2BD $14K OV 
2 BD $16 K OV 
2BD $22 K OF 

ARUBA RESORT AND 

CASINO 

IBDWks 51,52,53 
Sale $10,000 
Rent $1,200 
IBDWks 1 thru 12 
Ground Floor 
Sale $8,000, Rent $900 
1 BD WKS 
9,10,11,12,13,14,15 
Sale $8000, Rent $900 

1 BD WKS 16 thru 50 
Sale $4500, Rent $700 
ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

STUDIO WK 50 
Sale $4,000 

CASA DEL MAR 

36, Ambassador 
Sale $5,000 Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Studio wk 8 1 BD WK 9 

LA QUINTA BEACH 

RESORT 

1 BD Wk 37, 
$3,000 Rent $600 
1 BD Wk 47, 
$3,500 Rent $600 

PARADISE BEACH 

VILLAS 

2 BD Wk 1, $12,000 
2 BD Wk 2, $13,000 
2 BD Wk4, $14,000 

1 BD G Wk 10, $6,500 

1 BD Pool Wk 17, $6,500 
Studio Wk 24 $1,860 

1 BD G Wk 19,3,150 
1BD Pool Wk 20,$4,200 

2 BD PI O Wk 23 $7,500 
2BD P/O Wk 32 $7,200 
2 Bed P/O Wk 38 $6,600 

One Bed P/O Wk 42 
$4,500 

OCCIDENTAL 

1 BD Supreme Float 
Wks 2-17 $16k OF 

Contact our Aruba 
Representative 



Dockter na Warda 


Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 
Safest and exclusive 
Vacation park 
With automatic barrier 

own swimming pool 

FOR RENT 

By week, month or year 
fully furnished, wifi internet 

Apartments 

VILLAS 

Starting at US $ 703 p/week 

Now you can BUY 

your own VILLA or 
Condominium on Aruba 

Designs are ready 
So please contact us for more 
Information 

tel. 585 0550 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 


By week, month or year. 
Fully furnished, 
unfurnished 
Houses, 

Condo's studios. 
Please contact us at: 
586-4290 or e-mail: 
info@arubavillarentals.com 
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CUIDABO OIDO 




"FAN FUHDACIONCU VISION" 


Global 




Don’t buy timeshare 

use timeshare 

in 

ARUBA 

or 

90 other world wide locations 

For only $159 per week 

in 1 and 2 bedrooms 
1 to 6 weeks packages from 
$2995 

Maintenance $389 total 
37 year old Vacation Club 
with A+ Better Business rating 

Call to find out how! 

564-0683 


WHY RENT A HOUSE IF YOU CAN OWN ONE? 
Our unique "rent to own" programs make your dreams 
a reality! 

Homes, villas, condos, residential, commercial, & investment 
properties. Some even offer guaranteed rental income! Prime 
properties, fabulous locations. 

Properties form $ 229.000 

Aruba Liquidators 

Please contact us for details: Phone: +297 586 3349 



Huge villa just across the Marriott & Beaches 
at a ‘steal of a price!’ 


This huge 6 BDR home with pool is in a PRIME Location just 
across from the Marriott Hotels & Beaches! Vaulted ceilings, 2 
spacious living rooms, large kitchen & lots of extra rooms. Even an 
easy possibility for extra apartment. OWNER MUST SELL 
IMMEDIATELY!! Previously listed for: $ 565.000. Reduced to: $ 
485.000 for quick easy sale! 


MORE Discounted Properties: This centrally located modern prime 5 family 
apartment building is a GREAT INVESTMENT Opportunity. Each unit 
features 2 large BDRs & 2 BTRs & lots of space! Very easy rentals! Owner 
Needs to RAISE CASH QUICKLY! Reduced $100,000. Now $ 599.000! 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-4290 www.ArubaVillaRentals.com. Ask about our other 
properties for sale, guaranteed financing, and lease-to-own properties. 



Botica na warda 



No. di Polis 

581-1100 

Oranjestad 

582-4000 

Noord 

587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 

585-4710 

Savaneta 

584-7000 

San Nicolas 

584-5000 

Emergency 

vUtML' 

Numbers 

wjEL 


OieS^ 

Emergencia 

911 

Polis 

100 

Brandweer 

115 

Brandweer II 

582-1108 

Tipline di Polis 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Warda Polis 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Warda Polis 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Elmar 

583-3000 

Informacion 

118 

Kadaster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 


Cruise Ship 



11 Serenade of the seas 
2 5 Seranede of the se as 

Funeraria's 

AD Patres 584-2299 

Del Pueblo 582-5622 

Mementomori 583-3358 

Z epp Wever _ 582-161 2 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Fundacion Diabetico 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Fundacion Hende Muher 
den dificultad 
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eal pleasure taking a full service exotic 

The Most recommended in Aruba 
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ONLY WE PROVIDE 

o The Best petite “Look and feel” Girls in Aruba 

o Exotic massage fantasy for couples 

o Men & Women of your choice direct to you in 15 min. 

o A special 2 for 1 massage 

In call from 9 am till 12 Dm out call 24/7 





Exotic red light district barhopping tours with executive transportation 
personal proctection, day tours, as well as night tours available 



For more info call: 567-7676 OR VISIT US AT OUR OFFICE AT Wl LH ELM IN ASTR EET 3, DDWN TOWN 
Dona Clara Building, Local 3. We’re also at the High rise, or visit us at www.c-jamproductions.com 


Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yam Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum 

a- 


IN & OUT CALI 
FREE PICKUP 


Y __ ^ 

® Safe Tours to the Red light T 
District with private guide: * 
a A3 Hours tour includes a 
T FREE Bottle of Wine 

YapJAjmj J£apJr^ 


The First & Only Legal One on Aruba Since 1997 

YapYurri 


24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME i 





Quality, Service y 
& Reliability 

\ http://www.yapy urn. com 


Yum • Yap Yum 


Massage 


Hours Service 

MASSAGE SERVICE 


Experience one Happy Island the way you’ll never forget 
• Beautiful girls • Serving man • Women • Couple 
• Private Tour • Bachelors Party 


‘Platinum. 


Rapid Deliver 


In and out call 



The Largest Varaiety on the Island 


Delivery in 15 minute 


delivery 



Open 24 Hours 
InCall/OutCall 

We Pick You Up 
We Deliver 


Full Service Massage 
Men - Women - Couples 

Teh 567-5824 




^Aeel the passion.' 

^Cor those who wont to experience massage fantasy 

Service 24 hours 
Special massage 
Out call & incall service 
Beautiful girls 

Serving Man, Woman, Couples 

Looking for companionship while in Aruba 



561-5515 


Hotel Baccara 


V 


FROM 9PM TO 5AM 







(V 


The hottest stripclub in 

DOWNTOWN ARUBA 

beautiful latin girls 

MUST BE OVER 21 YEARS OLD 

AVENIDA ALO TROMP 37 
TEL: 7433826 
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Is the Intelligence Community UnmanageableP 


Jed Babbin 

Beginning with the Washington Post’s “Top Secret 
America” series last week, the media are creating 
a narrative aimed at cutting down to size what the 
Post called the American intelligence community: 
a system so big and unwieldy that its effectiveness 
is impossible to determine. Our intelligence 
community, according to the Post series, has 
become ungovernable in the way the media used 
to characterize New York City. 

The Post’s Dana Priest and William Arkin wrote 
that, “The top-secret world the government 
created in response to the terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, has become so large, so unwieldy and 
so secretive that no one knows how much money 
it costs, how many people it employs, how many 
programs exist within it or exactly how many 
agencies do the same work...After nine years of 
unprecedented spending and growth, the result 
is that the system put in place to keep the United 
States safe is so massive that its effectiveness is 
impossible to determine.” 

But the Post’s narrative - quickly joined by the New 
York Times - is a dangerous diversion because its 
selective truths divert the public’s and congress’s 
attention from one of the most urgent problems 
facing our nation. 

They are consumed by their findings about the 
processes by which the intelligence agencies run 
rather than their product. The effectiveness of the 
intelligence community is all too easy to measure, 
and that effectiveness is far less than what this 
nation can and must achieve to protect us from the 
serious adversaries we face. 

The November 2009 Fort Hood massacre occurred 
despite the intelligence community’s knowledge 
of the extended e-mail correspondence between 
the alleged shooter - Maj. Nidal Hasan - and 
American-born terrorist imam Anwar al-Awlaki. 
The unsuccessful Christmas day underwear 
bomber - Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab - was 
not interdicted despite warnings passed through 
State Department channels. And the confessed 
Times Square car bomber Faisal Shazad failed 
not because he was caught but because he was 
incompetent. Shazad, as we now know, had met 


with Hakimullah Mehsud, chief of the terrorist 
group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and had 
videotaped a suicide message. 

It was the terrorists’ bad luck — not effective 
intelligence — that foiled Abdulmutallab and 
Shazad. 

On the April 11 edition of “Meet the Press,” 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said that 
although Iran isn’t now “nuclear capable,” if it 
becomes so, we won’t be able to tell whether it is 
converting nuclear capability into nuclear arms. 

A 2006 report by the Republican staff of the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
concluded that “...the United States lacks critical 
information needed for analysts to make many of 
their judgments with confidence about Iran and 
there are many information gaps.” From Secretary 
Gates’s statement it’s apparent that nothing has 
changed: we still don’t know enough about Iran’s 
nuclear program to decide how we should deal 
with it. How, almost nine years after 9-11, can this 
be so? 

In an hour-long session with a senior member of 
the intelligence community last week, I learned 
why our intelligence community isn’t too big or 
unwieldy: it’s unmanaged and too constrained by 
White House politics to do its job. We have learned 
little, and done little to improve intelligence, since 
1999. 

On March 18, 1999 the Chairman of the 
congressionally-appointed Commission to Assess 
the Ballistic Missile Threat to the United States 
- Donald Rumsfeld - sent the Commission’s 
“Intelligence Side Letter” to Congress. In it, 
the commissioners reported on the intelligence 
community’s failures. One of the principal 
reasons for them was a “failure of senior users 
of intelligence to interact knowledgeably with 
the producers of intelligence.” That lack of 
knowledgeable interaction - challenging analysts, 
questioning their assumptions - failed to drive the 
intelligence agencies to improve their intelligence 
gathering and analysis to provide more accurate and 
informative information on which policymakers 
can base their decisions. 

My source said that there is far too much political 


influence on the intelligence community, too 
many problems with the Obama administration’s 
interference in intelligence gathering and 
analysis. 

He said, the CIA is still in a “CYA” posture because 
the White House and the Justice Department have 
created an atmosphere of distrust that hampers 
operations. Soon after Holder was confirmed, 
he and the White House moved supervision of 
terrorist interrogations out of the CIA and into the 
White House itself. Holder also initiated a criminal 
investigation into CIA terrorist interrogations, 
which he had promised the ranking Republican 
on the Senate Intelligence committee, Sen. 
Christopher Bond (R-Mo), he wouldn’t do. That 
investigation - now almost a year old - continues. 
When he is confirmed, Gen. James Clapper will 
be the fourth Director of National Intelligence 
in the five years the position has existed. In his 
confirmation hearing last week. Clapper said 
he would “push the envelope” and promised he 
wouldn’t be a “hood ornament.” About which 
Sen. Bond said, “While General Clapper assured 
the Committee he won’t be a hood ornament, I am 
more concerned about him being the bug on the 
DOJ’s windshield.” 

Clapper’s job is an impossible one while the 
Justice Department and the White House control 
the operation of our intelligence community. There 
may well be, as the Washington Post series says, 
too many people in too many places performing 
intelligence gathering and analysis. But there 
is nothing to be gained by cutting the massive 
government effort - or reducing the number of 
private contractors involved - unless the entire 
focus is changed. 

Intelligence gathering is pointless unless it is guided 
by the primary national goal: to obtain accurate and 
timely information on our adversaries’ capabilities 
and intentions. 

Right now, the intelligence community is focused 
on the process, not the product. Unless that is 
reversed, Clapper will not succeed, nor will 
we be as safe as we could be if our intelligence 
community were led effectively and apolitically to 
accomplish what it must.Q 
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Santos llega a presidencia de Colombia 
con popularidad mayor a Uribe 


BOGOTA (Reuters) - Juan Manuel 
Santos asumira en agosto como como 
presidente de Colombia con un nivel 
de popularidad superior al del actual 
mandatario, Alvaro Uribe, a pesar 
de que este ultimo dejara su cargo 
como el lider con la mejor imagen 
en la historia del pais, mostro una 
encuesta. 

Santos alcanzo una popularidad de 76 
por ciento, ligeramente superior al 75 
por ciento que registro Uribe, segun 
una encuesta de la firma Invamer- 
Gallup en las 13 principales ciudades 
del pais publicada el viemes. 

La popularidad de Santos se 
catapulto desde el 57 por ciento que 
ostentaba en febrero, cuando estaba 
iniciando su campana en busca de la 
presidencia. 

Santos gano las elecciones 
presidenciales con alrededor de 
9 millones de votos, un record 
historico, tambien por encima de las 
cifras alcanzadas por Uribe en sus 
dos periodos consecutivos. 


La popularidad de Uribe mejoro en 
el sondeo frente al 68 por ciento 
que alcanzo en la consulta anterior, 
revelada en mayo. 

Analistas opinan que parte de la 
popularidad de Santos es heredada 
de Uribe, teniendo en cuenta que 
el presidente electo ha prometido 
mantener la mayoria de las politicas 
de su antecesor, especialmente la de 
seguridad democratica. 

“Estamos en una Tuna de miel’, 
porque cuando hay cambio de 
Gobiemo y termina uno bien 
valorado, eso genera en la gente 
mucho optimismo”, comento Jorge 
Londono, gerente de Invamer- 
Gallup. Uribe alcanzo su punto 
maximo de popularidad en marzo del 
2008 tras la muerte del lider de las 
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias 
de Colombia (FARC) Raul Reyes, en 
un ataque de militares colombianos 
en territorio de Ecuador y que 
desemboco en una crisis entre los 
dos paises.Q 



Imagen de archivo del presidente electo de Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos. REUTERS/ 
Pilar Olivares /ARCHIVO 
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FREE ENTRANCE 


Flight to Spain 



Buy 3 Tapas and pay only 2!! 


Flight to Argentina 

BBQ for $ 24 # 95 per person 


Flight to New-Zealand 

3 course menu 
for $ 21,75 per person 


Flight to France 

Pizza Oriental for only $ 15,- 


Sopranos Wines 

Special Cigar roller 


Tapas Bar and Restaurant 





sopranos 

Ipiano bar 

ARUBA ‘ CURASAO • ST.MAARTEN 

www.sopranospianobar.com 



Pepia Est N.V. 

spirits & wines 


’Wine Tastings 

ARUBA 

Arawak Gardens is located in the High Rise Hotel area across 
the Occidental Hotel - J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 370-A 
=; For more information please call: (+297) 565 4264 




















